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The  Incredible  Mystery  of  the  1873  Half  Dollar 
No  Arrows  -  Open  3-Proof 

By 

Jack  Marston 


This  amazing  mystery  involves  some  extraordinary  circumstances  which 
includes  history,  rarity,  coincidence,  assumption,  misunderstanding,  and  dis- 
covery. Like  most  numismatists,  I've  been  enticed  by  stories  of  the  very 
famous  American  rarities:  the  1804  silver  dollar,  the  1913  Liberty  nickel,  the 
1894-S  Barber  dime,  to  name  a  few.  About  ten  years  ago,  I  began  to  realize 
that  there  were  some  superb  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  that  were  not 
fully  recognized  by  most  other  coin  collectors.  When  the  first  story  breaks  on 
coins  like  the  unique  1870-S  half  dime,  and  the  newly  discovered  fourth 
specimen  of  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter,  the  romance  of  numismatics 
always  seems  to  reach  it's  ultimate  level  of  fascination.  I  believe  that  this  story 
is  as  fascinating  as  any,  and  it's  clear  to  me,  for  the  sake  of  our  passion,  that  it 
is  time  for  it  to  be  told. 

1873  has  been  called  "The  Greatest  Year  in  Numismatics",  and  it  is  due  to 
several  historic  factors.  On  January  18,  1873,  the  Chief  Coiner,  A.  L.  Snowden 
made  a  formal  complaint,  claiming  that  the  3  In  the  date  on  all  denominations 
looked  too  much  like  an  8.The  directive  was  made  to  "open-up"  the  3's,  and  the 
illustrious  story  of  1873  began.  With  the  tremendous  amount  of  silver  being 
mined  in  Nevada  during  the  1860s  and  1870s,  and  the  desire  to  compete  with 
the  Mexican  dollar,  particularly  in  the  Orient,  the  passage  of  the  Mint  Act  of 
1873  came  to  pass  on  February  12th.  Often  referred  to  as  the  Crime  of  1873, 
the  silver  coins  from  the  dime  to  the  dollar  were  minutely  increased  in  weight. 
Arrows,  added  next  to  the  date,  denoted  this  change  on  the  dime,  quarter,  and 
half  dollar  after  April  1,  1873,  and  a  bit  later,  the  Trade  dollar  came  into  being. 
Along  with  the  abolition  of  certain  denominations,  the  law  also  authorized  the 
destruction  of  all  the  lower  weight  coinage,  made  before  April  1st,  in  inventory 
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at  the  Mint.  This  historic  law  is  responsible  for  creating  some  of  the  greatest 
rarities  in  American  coinage,  and  helped  the  United  States  Mint  produce  more 
denominations  and  varieties,  than  any  time  in  our  history.  In  the  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar  series,  it  has  been  the  changes  in  law  that  have  created  some  very 
rare  coins,  such  as:  the  1853-0  No  Arrows,  the  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3,  the 
1878-S  and  to  a  lesser  extent  the  1866-S  No  Motto,  although  this  coin  is  a 
major  rarity  in  uncirculated  condition. 

I  first  read  about  the  1873  No  Arrows  -  Open  3-Proof  in  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  in  1988.  Under  the  reference  number  4971,  Breen  writes: 

"1873  No  arrows.  Open  3.  [214,000-]  Very  rare.  Beistle  4-A. 
Two  positional  vars.  Knobs  small  and  distant,  as  on  coins  with 
arrows.  Mintage  doubtless  included  many  Closed  3  coins; 
many  were  melted  after  July  10,  1873.  Usually  in  low  grades. 
The  Col.  Green  proof  (Beistle  1-A)  possibly  later  WGC:  331 
remains  untraced." 

As  a  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  coins,  I  found  it  fascinating  that  the  coin 
possibly  existed,  but  was  currently  unknown.  In  1990,  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin 
Show,  I  stopped  and  talked  to  New  York  dealer  and  Liberty  Seated  specialist, 
Jim  O'Donnell.  I  asked  him  about  the  1873  proof  half  dollar  in  his  case.  He  told 
me  to  take  a  good  look  at  it  which  I  did;  he  quickly  pointed  out  that  the  coin  was 
an  "Open  3"  type,  grading  Proof  61  in  an  NGC  holder,  but  designated  as  an 
1873  no  arrows  proof,  with  no  mention  of  'open'  or  'closed'  3.  When  I  asked 
the  price,  it  was  out  of  my  price  range,  but  1  thought  if  I  had  the  money  I  would 
surely  buy  it. Shortly  after  that,  I  began  to  realize  the  significance  of  this  lone 
proof,  and  the  history  that  must  lie  behind  it. 

I  began  to  read  anything  that  I  could  about  the  coins  of  1 873.  Over  the  years 
I  have  seen  the  name  Harry  X  Boosel  in  relation  to  the  year  1873,  and  several 
of  his  articles  have  been  published  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  It  is  Mr.  Boosel's 
research  that  has  been  widely  accepted  since  the  late  1950s,  and  helped  open 
the  door  to  the  complicated  history  of  the  coins  of  1873.  In  one  article, 
published  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  July  of  1976,  entitled  "The  Centennial  of 
the  1873  Halves,"  Mr.  Boosel  described  the  exceedingly  difficult  time  he  had 
trying  to  locate  any  1873  NA  Open  3  halves,  of  which  he  could  only  locate  two 
in  twenty  years.  In  this  particular  article,  however,  he  makes  an  assumption 
that  misled  me  in  an  initial  search  for  information.  At  the  time  I  didn't  have 
access  to  Beistle's  book  on  half  dollar  varieties,  so  I  could  not  immediately 
determine  the  validity  of  two  particular  sentences.  The  sentences  in  question: 

"Beistle  did  mention  Closed  and  Open  3's  in  the  1873  Philadel- 
phia half  dollars  without  arrows,  but  made  no  mention  about 
relative  scarcity  other  than  to  show  four  dies  with  Closed  3's 
and  only  one  die  with  an  Open  3.  The  four  Closed  3  dies 
included  the  proof." 

It  was  in  1929  that  M.  L.  Beistle  published  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties,"  and  I  determined  that  I  needed  to  see  a  copy  of  it, 
to  answer  the  contradictions  that  I  had  come  across,  based  on  what  Walter 
Breen  had  published  in  his  encyclopedia.  I  located  a  dealer  who  had  a  copy, 
and  he  graciously  let  me  copy  the  pages  dealing  with  the  1873  half  dollars.  It 
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turned  out  that  Beistle's  book  referenced  only  three  dies  with  Closed  3's  and 
two  dies  with  Open  3's.  The  first  reference  listed  is  1-A  and  it  reads  like  this: 

1873  1  A.  No  arrow  heads  are  at  the  date.  The  foot  is  only 
partially  supported  and  the  toe  is  not  enclosed.  The  two  knobs 
of  3  are  far  apart. 
Rev.  A.  Perfect.  Proof. 

It  is  extremely  ironic  that  there  was  no  Closed  3  Proof  listed  ,  and  it  is  only 
unique  circuoistance  that  allowed  the  Open  3  to  be  listed  as  the  example  of  a 
No  Arrows  Proof.  The  other  Open  3  listed  is  4-A,  which  was  the  die  used  for 
the  now  very  rare  business  strikes.  The  1873  NA  Open  3  Proof  was  in  the 
famous  Colonel  E.  H.  R.  Green  collection,  as  were  many  of  the  great  rarities. 
However,  I'm  sure  that  nobody  at  that  time  understood  the  significance  of  this 
coin,  because  the  Closed  and  Open  3  coins  were  not  widely  studied,  until  Mr. 
Boose!  started  relating  his  findings  decades  later.  It  appears  that  the  coin  was 
sold  in  1945  as  lot  #331  in  the  famous  auctions  known  as  the  World's  Greatest 
Collection,  where  it  undoubtedly  sold  as  a  regular  1873  no  arrows  proof.  The 
selling  price  was  a  whopping  $5.00. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  compare  the  listed  mintages  of  the  Closed  and  Open 
3  halves  from  January  through  March  31,  1873;  arrows  were  added  after  April 
1st.  The  Closed  3  is  listed  as  587,600  minted,  and  214,200  for  the  Open  3. 
These  figures  were  apparently  verified  by  Mr.  Boosel.  According  to  these 
numbers,  it  means  that  26.7%  of  the  No  Arrows  halves  were  Open  3,  if  the 
mintage's  are  correct.  If  you  were  to  use  these  numbers  in  a  direct  ratio,  it 
would  indicate  that  the  Open  3  halves  could  have  been  minted  beginning 
somewhere  around  the  second  week  of  March,  with  the  majority  likely  being 
minted  during  the  last  half  of  the  month. 

I  purchased  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  the  United  States  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins  1722  -  1989,  to  find  out  more  information  about  the  proofs  of  that 
specific  time  period.  One  thing  that  is  very  interesting  about  the  period  from 
the  1860s  into  the  1880s  is  that  consistently  more  than  half  of  all  proof  coins 
were  minted  in  the  first  quarter,  January  1  to  March  31 .  This  indicated  that  the 
greatest  demand  from  collectors  was  at  the  beginning  of  each  year.  Another 
intriguing  story  is  quoted  here: 

"In  March  1873,  the  U.S.  Government  appropriated  $50  for 
cost  of  furnishing  one  complete  proof  set,  cent  to  $20  inclu- 
sive (therefore,  of  the  first  type,  silver  without  arrows,  etc.)  for 
the  Government  of  India,  c/o  The  honorable  Col.  Hyde,  Master 
of  Her  Majesty's  Mint,  Calcutta,  Bengal;  the  set  may  still  re- 
main in  the  Mint  Museum  at  Calcutta.  This  was  in  exchange 
for  a  group  of  Indian  proof  coins  dated  1862  and  1870  sent  by 
Hyde  for  inclusion  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Cabinet  Collection. 
(Thanks,  Harry  Boosel)." 

Is  it  possible  that  this  particular  set  could  have  had  the  Open  3  logotype? 

Controversy  and  misunderstanding  have  followed  the  1873  NA  Open  3 
Proof.  In  August  of  1982,  the  coin  showed  up  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  in  Boston  ,  and  there  was  a  very  fine  article  written  by 
David  Lange,  entitled:  "Second  Variety  Discovered  for  1873  Open  3  No  Arrows 
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Half  Dollar."  His  article  stated  that  the  coin  was  sold  to  a  Chicago  dealer  around 
the  early  1960s,  and  then  to  a  collector  for  a  type  set.  This  quote  from  that 
article  seems  to  perpetuate  the  firm  belief  Mr.  Boosel  had,  that  no  proofs  were 
ever  coined: 

"In  a  letter  to  the  coin's  owner,  Tom  DeLorey  of  ANACS  verified 
that  this  piece  was  coined  from  a  second  pair  of  dies,  these 
possibly  having  been  intended  for  the  striking  of  proof  coins, 
but  never  employed  for  that  purpose.  In  correspondence  with 
this  writer,  Harry  X  Boosel  of  1873  fame  reaffirmed  that  no 
proofs  were  coined  from  these  dies,  the  reason  being  that 
proofs  of  the  closed  3,  no  arrows  dies  still  remained  unsold 
when  the  new  pieces  with  arrowheads  at  the  date  were  issued, 
1  April,  1873." 

I'm  not  exactly  sure  what  happened  to  the  coin  between  1982  and  1986,  but 
I  do  know  that  the  coin  was  bought  by  Jim  O'Donnell  at  auction  in  1986,  and 
sent  to  the  Numismatic  Guarantee  Corporation  (NGC)  for  certification;  it  came 
back  with  it's  proof  designation.  In  1 991 , 1  thought  the  coin  had  been  sold,  since 
I  had  not  seen  the  coin  at  Jim's  table  in  the  last  several  shows,  and  I  was  a  little 
shy  about  asking,  since  it  was  beyond  my  humble  means.  At  the  Long  Beach 
Coin  Show  in  October  of  1991,  the  coin  was  back  in  Jim's  case,  and  I  denied 
myself  the  chance  to  take  a  very  good  look  at  it.  When  I  went  home,  I  couldn't 
get  the  coin  out  of  my  mind,  since  by  now,  I  had  full  realization  that  this  was  the 
Col.  Green  proof  and  it  was  unique.  I  also  began  to  realize  that,  as  a  numisma- 
tist, it  has  always  been  a  dream  to  own  one  of  the  great  rarities,  and  some 
opportunities  only  come  along  once-in-a-life-time. 

Well,  I  finally  bought  the  coin,  and  was  surprised  to  see  that  the  coin  had 
been  re-certified  by  NGC  with  a  corrected  label.  It  read  like  this: 

1873  50C 

OPEN  3 

PF  61 

212782-001 

I  received  the  coin  Oct.  30,  1991,  and  over  the  last  year  1  have  examined 
many  proof  half  dollars  from  the  1860s  to  the  1880s.  It  is  a  wonderfully  typical 
proof,  with  a  small  unfinished  area  under  the  chin  on  the  obverse,  and  the  top 
of  the  forehead  having  been  lightly  polished  during  the  die  preparation.  The 
reverse  is  a  nice  mirror  proof,  with  the  small  area  between  the  two  lowest 
arrowheads  also  being  unfinished,  as  is  a  small  portion  of  the  open  space 
between  the  upper  and  lower  beak  of  the  eagle.  The  left  claw  on  the  eagle  also 
had  been  over-polished,  as  the  die  lines  are  in  evidence.  There  are  a  few  very 
small  contact  marks  on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse,  indicating  that  the  coin 
may  have  been  put  in  a  bag  with  some  other  coins  at  one  time.  It  has  a  very 
attractive  light  golden  toning,  and  is  a  very  nice  sharp  strike. 

Just  recently,  I  was  able  to  purchase  a  copy  of  Auction  '86,  which  covers  the 
series  of  auctions  put  on  by  four  very  prominent  numismatic  firms:  Stack's, 
Rarcoa,  Superior,  and  Paramount.  The  Rarcoa  portion,  held  Friday  evening 
July  25,  1986,  in  Chicago,  listed  the  lot  #657  on  page  170.  Here  is  that 
description: 
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Excessively  Rare  1873  Open  Three 

657  1873  Half  Dollar.  Liberty  Seated  Type.  No  Arrows  at  Date.  Only  a 
dozen  or  so  examples  exist  of  this  great  rarity,  as  most  of 
the  issue  was  melted  and  never  released.  Additionally,  this 
specimen  is  UNIQUE,  in  that  it  was  struck  with  an  obverse 
die  different  than  all  others  known.  Apparently,  this  die  was 
heavily  polished  before  use.  Perhaps  it  may  have  been  that 
this  die  pair  was  intended  for  use  on  Proof  coins  made  after 
the  change  from  Closed  3's  to  Open  3's,  but  which  was 
never  used  for  this  purpose  due  to  the  impending  change  to 
the  Open  3,  With  Arrows  variety.  The  coin  itself  was  struck 
only  once,  and  it  is  not  a  Proof,  but  a  deeply  Proof-like 
CHOICE  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED  specimen,  sporting 
light  golden  brown  toning. The  appearance  of  this  specimen 
marks  a  unique  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

It's  clear  to  me,  that  there  was  conjecture  that  it  was  only  struck  once 
because  the  high  point  detail  of  the  head  and  claw  was  not  evident.  Based  on 
the  die  being  "heavily  polished,  and  the  sharpness  of  all  the  other  aspects  of 
the  coin,  I  agree  with  NGC  that  this  coin  was  fully  intended  as  a  proof,  with  a 
polished  planchet  and  special  dies. 

In  January  of  1993,  while  attending  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show,  I  decided 
to  purchase  an  NGC  Census  Report,  to  see  how  this  coin  had  been  recorded 
for  posterity.  Imagine  my  surprise,  when  I  looked  it  up.  There  was  no  listing  of 
"OPEN"  or  "CLOSED"  in  the  1873  Proof  category,  just  the  designation  of  "NO 
ARROWS".  I  then  realized  why  this  incredible  coin  has  had  no  notoriety.  It 
must  be  that  the  information  was  simply  neglected,  although  the  dimes,  quar- 
ters, and  half  dollars  in  the  "NO  ARROWS"  business  strikes  all  were  denoted 
as  either  "OPEN"  or  "CLOSED". 

In  summary,  this  coin's  reputation  has  been  forgotten,  ignored,  maligned, 
assumed  and  misunderstood;  a  legendary  coin,  whose  legend  we  are  just  now 
beginning  to  learn  about.  Could  it  be  that  some  No  Arrows  Open  3  proofs  were 
minted  in  a  small  batch,  as  were  other  proofs  of  that  period?  We  know  the 
business  strikes  were  obviously  minted  sometime  in  March  of  1873,  and  most 
were  melted.  Could  this  have  been  a  single  example,  minted  to  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Mint  Director  for  the  new  open  3  logotype?  As  we  look  for  the 
answers  to  these  questions,  the  mysteries  of  1873  are  still  unfolding. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Jim  O'Donnell,  Walter  Breen,  Harry  X  Boosel,  David 
Lange  and  M.L.  Beistle  for  their  contributions  to  the  increased  understanding 
of  this  unique  coin.  The  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  Proof  half  dollar  is  the  rarest 
Philadelphia  proof  with  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust",  and  in  my  mind,  this  coin 
represents  the  "The  Ultimate  Half  Dollar." 

References: 
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Breen,  Walter,  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
1988,  p.  406 

Lange,  David,  Second  Variety  Discovered  for  1873  Open  3  No  Arrows  Half 
Dollar,  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Volume  Number  Two,  1985,  p.  302  &  303  - 
Nov.  1983 

Julian,  R.  W.,  The  Greatest  Year  in  Numismatics  -  The  Fascinating  Coinage 
of  1873,  Coinage  (Magazine,  Nov.  1992,  p.  33,  36,  40,  96. 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  20th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
102nd  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The 
convention  will  be  held  at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland  from  July  28th  to  August  1st,  1993.  The  club  meeting  has  been 
scheduled  for  9:00  am  on  Thursday,  July  29th  in  Room  304  at  the  Convention 
Center.  Please  try  to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of 
this  year's  election  of  Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the 
best  to  appear  in  the  journal  during  the  last  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and 
an  opportunity  for  members  to  exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by 
the  club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a 
report  on  the  sales  of  the  three  collective  volumes  of  the  journal.  Every  attempt 
will  be  made  to  keep  the  discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point 
so  that  we  can  have  a  brisk,  informative  session. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


1846-0 

NGC  EF-45,  well  struck,  detail  of  AU  ... 

.  $850 

1850-0 

ANACS  EF-45,  rare,  light  golden  toning  . 

.  1550 

1859 

PCGS  AU-55,  proof-like,  strong  strike . . . 

.  1350 

1865 

ANAn5>  FF-4B     fpw  m^rk^  pvpn  tnninn 

niinwo  ui   ^v,  a  icw  iiiaiivo,  even  luiiiiiy  • 

700 

1869 

AU-55/58,  original  deep  toning,  a  few  marks 

. .  800 

1870 

AU-55/58,  white,  light  wear  

600 

1872 

AU-55/58,  nice  original  toning  

550 

1872-S 

ANACS  EF-40,  a  few  marks,  original 

deep  toning  

1?50 

Please  call  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  coins. 
Seven  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holder. 

Virginia  residents  add  4.5%  sales  tax. 
All  orders  sent  postage  paid. 
All  coins  in  bank  vault. 

Greg  Shishmanian  •  LSCC#1494 
1631  Hiddenbrook  Drive  •  Herndon,  Virginia  22070 

Telephone  (703)  883-7441   8  -  4  EST 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 


DIMES 

1838  Small  Stars,  XF-45,  gem  color  & 
surfaces,  small  rim  tick   $105 

1839-  0  XF,  minor  roughness,  dark  ....  45 

1853-0  G/VG    7 

1856-0  F/VF   17 

1857  XF   28 

1859-  S  F/VF,  a  few  obverse  marks   160 

1860  VF/XF   27 

1860-  0  F,  many  scratches   350 

1861-  S  AG,  heavy  wear,  scratches   33 

1862  ANACS-58,  light  golden  toning  . .  125 

1868-  S  XF,  old  cleaning   80 

1869-  S  VF/XF,  clears,  heavy  cleaning  . .  23 

1870  0/0.  XF,  nice   50 

1874  F+   22 

1881  VF/XF   265 

1883  BU,  scratch  below  date   70 

1884  MS-60,  obverse  scratches   30 

1888  VF   8 

QUARTERS 

1839  XF,  lustrous   $175 

1840-  0   XF,  drapery,  dark  olive  toning  . .  150 

1849  XF   100 

1851-0  AU  detail,  saltwater  surfaces, 

scratch  on  reverse  rim    500 

1855  F/VF   20 

1855  XF-45,  reverse  is  AU   80 

1855-0  VG/F,  light  hairline   45 

1855-S  VG,  original   35 

1859-0  XF,  old  cleaning   50 

1859-S    VF-30,  marks  expertly  removed 

from  fields,  nicely  toned    125 

1867-S  XF-,  tiny  rim  tick   425 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0   Small  Date,  G,  weak  rims   $550 

1842-0   VF/XF,  choice   75 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  choice  G-t-,  tiny  X 

on  obv,  rev.  cud  at  9:00    105 

1852      XF-45,  lightly  polished   475 

1853-  0  VG   17 

1854-  0  VG   15 

1858-  S  XF-45   120 

1860-0  F    25 

1863  Choice  XF,  old  cleaning   75 

1864  XF/AU,  sharp  ex-Proof,  toned  . .  130 
1868     VF    80 

1869-  S  F/VF,  original   35 

1870-  CCAG   275 

1871-  CCVG,  marks,  scratches   90 

1880      F   200 

1883  VG   190 

1884  F/VF,  old  cleaning,  nice   295 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840     VF-30,  light  cleaning   $225 

1842     XF,  nice   225 

1842      ANACS-62,  PL,  white   1475 

1847     AU,  old  cleaning   235 

1859     Choice  VG-f,  light  roughness 

on  rims   215 

1859-  S  VG   210 

1863     XF-,  nice  toning,  rim  repair 

on  reverse,  tough   395 

1865  VF,  nicely  plugged  at  12:00  .. .  150 


Other  coins  available,  please  write  or  call  to  be  placed  on  my  mailing  list. 

BUYING:1 866-S  dimes,  all  grades.  I  am  a  strong  buyer  of  coins  of  this 
date. 

TERMS:  Ten-day  return  privilege  from  date  on  invoice. 
Please  add  $3.00  postage  on  all  orders. 

Call  or  write  anytime,  I  am  always  interested  in  meeting  other  collectors. 

Jason  L.  Carter  •  LSCC  #1426 

3701-A  South  Harvard,  Suite  116 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74135 
Telephone  (918)  749-7282 
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A  Coin  World  Survey  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes, 

1987  to  1992 
by 

Lart7  Rausch 

Over  a  period  of  five  and  a  half  years  I  made  a  list  of  all  the  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  listed  for  sale  in  Coin  World  ads  to  document  the  relative  availability  of 
the  many  dates  in  this  series  of  United  States  coins.  During  the  period  from 
January  1987  to  August  1992,  I  recorded  the  contents  of  1457  ads  from  159 
dealers  which  contained  offerings  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Every  ad  was 
compared  to  previous  ads  from  the  same  dealer  and  all  duplicate  listings  were 
eliminated.  It  is  recognized  that  this  procedure  might  eliminate  some  duplicates 
that  a  dealer  would  have  in  stock,  but  I  felt  that  this  recording  method  would  not 
significantly  alter  the  results. 

The  major  advantage  of  this  recording  technique  is  that  it  provides  a  more 
accurate  estimate  of  the  actual  number  of  coins  available.  The  results  of  my 
Coin  World  survey  are  given  in  Table  I  .  The  frequency  of  availability  is  given 
for  each  date  in  six  circulated  grades,  in  four  mint  state  grades,  and  in  proof 
condition.  Surprisingly,  this  study  showed  that  only  9745  coins  were  offered  for 
sale  during  the  entire  five  and  a  half  year  period.  Previous  Coin  World  surveys 
have  been  conducted  on  the  dime  series  but  availability  is  known  to  change 
with  time  as  some  issues  become  more  popular  or  price  adjustments  make 
some  issues  more  attractive  for  sale  or  purchase.  This  survey  thus  represents 
the  latest  available  tabulation  of  coins  offered  for  sale  to  the  general  public 
through  Coin  World  ads. 

This  tabulation  clearly  demonstrates  just  how  rare  most  of  the  early  dates 
are  in  mint  state  grades.  In  fact,  many  of  the  rarities  in  the  series  are  infre- 
quently available  in  grades  of  XF  or  higher.  This  gets  me  to  my  own  interest  in 
the  AU  grade.  In  AU  condition  I  found  that  15  dates  were  not  offered  even  once 
during  this  five  and  a  half  year  period  and  that  an  additional  36  dates  were 
offered  five  times  or  fewer,  a  frequency  of  less  than  once  a  year.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  choice  Seated  material  is  in  demand. 

Table  2  presents  a  listing  of  the  twenty  least  available  dates  in  the  series, 
ranked  in  the  order  of  availability.  This  list  includes  12  San  Francisco  mint 
issues,  the  four  early  Carson  City  mint  issues,  three  Philadelphia  mint  issues 
and  one  New  Orleans  mint  issue.  All  of  these  dates  are  difficult  to  find  in  mint 
state  condition  except  for  the  two  Civil  War  issues  from  the  Philadelphia  mint 
which  are  very  hard  to  locate  in  circulated  grades.  In  fact,  the  1863  and  1867 
dates  are  the  only  two  in  the  entire  series  where  50%  or  more  of  the  coins 
offered  for  sale  were  in  proof  condition. 

Table  2  also  provides  a  comparison  of  availability  ranking  from  the  two  most 
recent  surveys  on  the  Seated  dime  series.  Rarity  rankings  are  included  for  my 
top  twenty  from  the  1990  Coin  World  availability  survey  by  R.E.  Jones  and  the 
1 990  LSCC  member  survey.  This  comparison  shows  that  1 3  of  the  dates  in  my 
top  20  were  similarly  ranked  in  the  Jones  survey  while  1 5  of  the  dates  in  my  top 
20  were  among  the  20  dates  least  reported  in  the  LSCC  survey.  All  three 
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surveys  had  the  1874-CC  as  the  rarest  date  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  The 
1885-S  continues  to  be  the  least  available  San  Francisco  mint  issue  and  holds 
down  the  second  spot  in  terms  of  availability  in  Coin  World  ads.  The  1853-0 
continues  to  be  the  least  available  New  Orleans  issue  through  Coin  World  a6s 
even  though  a  relatively  large  number  of  examples  of  this  date  are  in  the  hands 
of  LSCC  members.  The  1841  was  the  only  date  in  my  top  twenty  that  was  not 
ranked  at  least  as  scarce  in  either  of  the  two  previous  surveys.  Only  one  date 
from  the  top  ten  in  the  Jones  survey  did  not  appear  in  my  top  twenty.  This  was 
the  1876-S  which  appears  to  be  more  available  in  the  current  market  than  it 
was  during  the  time  of  the  Jones  survey  in  the  mid-1980s.  Finally,  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  the  low  mintage  1864,  1865  and  1866  dates  were  among  the 
ten  least  available  dates  reported  in  the  LSCC  member  survey  that  did  not 
make  my  list  of  top  twenty  dates.  This  is  most  likely  caused  by  the  number  of 
expensive  mint  state  and  proof  specimens  on  the  market  that  can  be  pur- 
chased for  a  price. 

Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
Coin  World  Advertisements 
January  1987  to  August  1992 


Date 

Total 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

60-61 

MS 
62-63 

MS 
64-65 

MS 
66-68 

1837 

230 

23 

30 

21 

26 

44 

39 

2 

18 

16 

7 

1838-0 

106 

29 

23 

10 

23 

12 

6 

~ 

2 

1 

1838 

166 

13 

28 

15 

23 

32 

22 

13 

6 

10 

2 

1839 

48 

4 

4 

8 

12 

8 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1839-0 

67 

20 

15 

6 

11 

7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1840  ND 

61 

4 

12 

11 

9 

7 

12 

3 

1 

2 

1840  WD 

46 

4 

10 

15 

8 

8 

1 

1840-O 

57 

6 

20 

8 

5 

8 

8 

2 

1841 

38 

10 

4 

4 

7 

8 

4 

1 

1841-0 

82 

17 

14 

13 

17 

12 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1842 

61 

9 

14 

5 

14 

12 

4 

2 

1 

1842-0 

60 

9 

11 

16 

8 

12 

3 

1 

1843 

62 

5 

11 

10 

16 

12 

3 

3 

2 

1843-0 

55 

9 

12 

11 

21 

2 

1844 

77 

14 

12 

23 

24 

4 

1845 

88 

7 

13 

13 

18 

18 

12 

1 

3 

3 

1845-0 

91 

15 

18 

8 

28 

22 

1846 

76 

12 

15 

23 

21 

4 

12 


Date 

Total 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

Mo 
60-61 

ivio 
62-63 

IVIO 

64-65 

IVIO 

66-68 

PF 

r  r 

1847 

51 

7 

3 

15 

10 

8 

5 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1848 

86 

13 

18 

12 

16 

7 

10 

5 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1849 

65 

6 

11 

18 

8 

12 

7 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1849-0 

112 

11 

6 

13 

45 

27 

8 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1850 

98 

5 

9 

17 

19 

26 

13 

3 

2 

4 

- 

- 

1850-O 

51 

8 

7 

14 

11 

10 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1851 

53 

5 

4 

15 

11 

11 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1851-0 

58 

7 

6 

9 

17 

15 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1852 

65 

2 

8 

14 

18 

15 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1852-0 

68 

9 

8 

20 

17 

7 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1853  NA 

78 

10 

8 

13 

19 

13 

5 

- 

4 

5 

1 

- 

1853  WA 

273 

3 

7 

19 

41 

61 

52 

26 

34 

23 

7 

- 

1 853-0 

31 

2 

3 

9 

9 

6 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1854 

104 

3 

6 

10 

25 

33 

17 

- 

4 

5 

1 

- 

1854-0 

64 

4 

2 

12 

15 

12 

11 

1 

3 

2 

2 

- 

1855 

57 

1 

2 

11 

16 

10 

6 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1856 

160 

6 

13 

30 

39 

38 

14 

9 

6 

- 

2 

3 

1856-0 

65 

5 

8 

12 

20 

7 

8 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1856-S 

27 

2 

7 

6 

9 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1857 

134 

3 

4 

18 

35 

28 

28 

10 

4 

3 

- 

1 

1857-0 

107 

6 

15 

11 

21 

17 

22 

5 

6 

2 

2 

- 

1858 

87 

3 

4 

11 

18 

17 

9 

8 

5 

5 

4 

3 

1858-0 

50 

4 

6 

8 

11 

11 

5 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1858-S 

39 

3 

5 

12 

10 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1859 

85 

3 

3 

5 

12 

12 

7 

2 

4 

3 

8 

26 

1859-0 

89 

8 

6 

11 

14 

14 

21 

5 

5 

3 

2 

- 

1859-S 

41 

8 

5 

13 

13 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1860-S 

64 

3 

10 

11 

23 

13 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1860 

71 

1 

2 

9 

16 

5 

5 

13 

6 

14 

13 


MS     MS     MS     MS  PF 


Date 

Total 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

60-61 

62-63 

64-65 

66-68 

1860-O 

45 

3 

15 

13 

10 

3 

1 

1861 

68 

1 

1 

7 

14 

22 

8 

4 

5 

2 

4 

1861-S 

24 

2 

3 

3 

9 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1862 

66 

1 

7 

8 

8 

8 

10 

6 

3 

15 

1862-S 

28 

1 

3 

4 

10 

8 

2 

1863 

40 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

22 

1863-S 

48 

4 

7 

8 

19 

5 

2 

3 

1864 

68 

2 

6 

13 

4 

3 

5 

7 

8 

2 

18 

1864-S 

56 

2 

9 

14 

18 

9 

3 

1 

1865 

51 

3 

8 

7 

6 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

15 

1865-S 

48 

2 

3 

9 

22 

9 

1 

2 

1866 

45 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

2 

3 

5 

1 

18 

1866-S 

25 

5 

7 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1867 

32 

1 

1 

1 

8 

3 

2 

16 

1867-S 

33 

1 

5 

4 

11 

7 

3 

2 

1868 

71 

5 

3 

14 

7 

11 

1 

1 

3 

26 

1868-S 

41 

3 

5 

6 

7 

13 

4 

1 

2 

1869 

60 

2 

13 

17 

6 

1 

1 

20 

1869-S 

77 

1 

6 

7 

25 

19 

7 

3 

6 

3 

1870 

69 

1 

2 

3 

5 

8 

12 

4 

3 

4 

27 

1870-S 

38 

1 

7 

13 

7 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1871 

54 

3 

8 

12 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

16 

1871-S 

44 

1 

1 

6 

17 

13 

3 

3 

1871-CC 

29 

6 

5 

11 

3 

3 

1 

1872 

106 

10 

8 

22 

32 

11 

3 

4 

1 

15 

1872-S 

41 

1 

8 

8 

11 

6 

3 

1 

3 

1872-CC 

35 

4 

6 

4 

15 

6 

1873  NA 

146 

8 

16 

19 

43 

32 

12 

2 

3 

1 

10 

1873  WA 

228 

7 

23 

23 

55 

43 

42 

10 

6 

3 

. 

16 

1  R73-S 

78 

1 1 

1 1 

9 

20 

1 1 

8 

4 

4 

1873-CC 

37 

1  U 

Q 

o 

A 

4 

1 

1 

1874 

235 

17 

20 

18 

42 

48 

21 

22 

9 

7 

3 

28 

1874-S 

44 

3 

1 

4 

15 

9 

6 

1 

2 

3 

14 


MS     MS     MS     MS  PF 


Date 

Total 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

60-61 

62-63 

64-65 

66-68 

1874-CC 

9 

2 

4 

3 

1875 

196 

1 

12 

9 

33 

45 

37 

14 

15 

5 

1 

24 

1875-S 

86 

4 

4 

13 

11 

22 

16 

6 

8 

2 

- 

- 

1875-CC 

139 

2 

7 

20 

22 

34 

21 

12 

12 

8 

1 

- 

1876 

187 

2 

4 

13 

15 

33 

44 

24 

15 

8 

4 

25 

1876-S 

56 

3 

4 

9 

12 

10 

7 

3 

7 

1 

- 

- 

1876-CC 

146 

14 

15 

18 

15 

27 

16 

10 

22 

6 

3 

- 

1877 

76 

1 

2 

8 

13 

18 

10 

5 

2 

3 

- 

14 

1 877-S 

45 

- 

1 

5 

11 

6 

11 

2 

2 

7 

- 

- 

1877-CC 

91 

7 

5 

8 

18 

19 

15 

5 

4 

9 

1 

- 

1878 

73 

- 

2 

4 

10 

8 

12 

11 

5 

5 

- 

16 

1878-CC 

54 

7 

5 

12 

9 

12 

5 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1879 

118 

- 

1 

4 

12 

6 

5 

10 

21 

10 

2 

47 

1880 

151 

5 

12 

6 

15 

23 

9 

5 

14 

10 

4 

48 

1881 

88 

1 

6 

4 

9 

10 

6 

8 

8 

2 

- 

34 

1882 

140 

- 

3 

7 

12 

10 

27 

22 

11 

15 

5 

28 

1883 

152 

1 

4 

9 

14 

31 

39 

8 

6 

18 

4 

18 

1884 

153 

- 

- 

9 

23 

18 

18 

20 

12 

17 

8 

28 

1884-S 

70 

3 

7 

6 

23 

16 

11 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1885 

124 

2 

3 

6 

12 

22 

22 

9 

11 

14 

- 

23 

1885-S 

11 

1 

3 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1886 

166 

1 

3 

8 

22 

20 

42 

15 

15 

11 

2 

27 

1886-S 

44 

- 

1 

9 

14 

6 

6 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1887 

230 

4 

6 

10 

25 

53 

42 

23 

16 

15 

2 

34 

1887-S 

113 

- 

4 

8 

27 

24 

21 

11 

4 

10 

4 

- 

1888 

118 

2 

- 

5 

18 

21 

28 

12 

8 

7 

- 

17 

1888-S 

65 

8 

6 

5 

18 

18 

6 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1889 

152 

1 

3 

10 

23 

28 

30 

17 

7 

9 

- 

24 

1889-S 

100 

8 

8 

12 

24 

18 

19 

8 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1890 

184 

3 

2 

13 

23 

41 

32 

19 

19 

12 

2 

18 

1890-S 

70 

1 

8 

8 

15 

13 

14 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1891 

245 

3 

3 

15 

29 

50 

42 

40 

29 

16 

1 

17 

1891-0 

116 

10 

6 

17 

19 

25 

15 

8 

13 

3 

1891-S 

63 

1 

2 

5 

18 

11 

15 

5 

3 

2 

1 

15 


Table  2 

The  Least  Available  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
Coin  World  Advertisements 
January  1 987  to  August  1 992 


1990  1990 
MS        MS  C.W.  Survey  LSCC  Survey 


Rank 

Date 

Total 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

60-63 

64-68 

Prf 

Rank 

Rank 

1. 

1874-CC 

9 

6 

3 

. 

_ 

1 

1 

2. 

1885-S 

11 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

22 

3. 

1861-S 

24 

5 

12 

6 

- 

1 

- 

3 

13 

4. 

1866-S 

25 

5 

13 

6 

1 

- 

- 

6 

12 

5. 

1856-S 

27 

9 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

19 

11 

6. 

1862-S 

28 

4 

14 

10 

- 

- 

- 

4 

20 

7. 

1871-CC 

29 

11 

14 

3 

1 

- 

- 

14 

2 

8. 

1853-0 

31 

5 

18 

7 

- 

1 

- 

10 

57 

9. 

1867 

32 

1 

1 

1 

8 

5 

16 

5 

3 

10. 

1867-S 

33 

6 

15 

10 

- 

2 

- 

8 

28 

11. 

1872-CC 

35 

10 

19 

6 

- 

- 

- 

21 

7 

12. 

1873-CC 

37 

17 

12 

7 

- 

1 

- 

25 

4 

13. 

1870-S 

38 

1 

20 

10 

4 

3 

- 

15 

14 

14. 

1841 

38 

14 

11 

12 

1 

58 

55 

15. 

1858-S 

39 

8 

22 

9 

13 

19 

16. 

1863 

40 

3 

4 

3 

6 

2 

22 

9 

6 

17. 

1872-S 

41 

9 

19 

9 

4 

36 

15 

18. 

1859-S 

41 

13 

26 

1 

1 

57 

16 

19. 

1868-S 

41 

8 

13 

17 

3 

26 

18 

20. 

1871-S 

44 

2 

23 

16 

3 

28 

21 

16 


Complete  Set 


Carson  City  Quarters 

Offered  as  a  Set  Only 

1870-  CC      NGC  XF  but  actuaUy  AU 

1871-  CC      PCGS-64,  ex-Norweb,  second  finest  known 

1872-  CC      PCGS-62,  ex-Norweb,  only  BU  known  to  exist 

1873-  CC      No  Arrows,  NGC-64,  ex-Norweb,  one  of  only 

four  known 

1873-CC       With  Arrows,  AU,  raw 

1875-  CC  PCGS-63 

1876-  CC  PCGS-65 

1877-  CC  PCGS-65 

1878-  CC  PCGS-65 

Certainly  one  of  the  best  sets  known  to  exist 
if  not  the  finest,,,,  $625,000, 

Jim  O'Donnell 
325  East  48th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10017 
Telephone  (212)  758-6536 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837     Small  Date,  MS-63,  sharp   $1150 

1842-0  VF-25,  weak  head    220 

1846     XF-40,  lightly  cleaned   850 

1850-  0  Large  0,  MS-60,  sharp   525 

1852-0  AU-50,  rose  &  blue  toning   445 

1853     No  Arrows,  MS-60,  sharp   500 

1859-  0  MS-60,  frosty   300 

1867-  S   AU-50   190 

1868     AU-50,  iridescent  toning   300 

1868-  S   MS-60+   395 

1870      MS-63    260 

1873-S   MS-63    275 

DIMES 

1840  Drapery,  XF-40,gold  &  blue  . . .  $215 

1849-0  XF-40   190 

1860-  0  F-12,  rare   650 

1863     XF-40,  business  strike   650 

1872-CC  XF-40,  no  problems   2650 

1875      MS-63    250 

1880  XF-45    250 

1881  MS-60,  fullluster   385 

1886-S   MS-60    575 

1888      MS-63    215 

QUARTERS 

1840-0  No  Drapery,  XF-40   $250 

1842-0  Small  Date,  XF-40    2750 

1842-0  Large  Date,  AU-50    590 

1851  AU-50    355 

1851-  0  F-12   325 

1851-  0   VF-20    450 

1852  AU-50    375 

1852-  0   F-12   320 

1853  3/4,  AU-50,  toned, 

weakness  on  right  wing   890 

1856-0   AU-50    285 

1859-  S   VF-25    250 

1860-  0  Thin  0,  AU-50    225 

1860-S  F-12,  minor  obv.  scratch   260 

1866-S   F-15   395 

1870  AU-50   350 

1871  AU-50    270 

1871-S   VF-25    450 

1871-S  XF-40,  slightly  rough    495 

1873      NA,  Open  3,  AU-50    265 

1877-S  S  over  horizontal  S,  XF-45   350 

1882  Proof-50    350 

1884      AU-58    335 

1891-0  VF-20    335 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  ND,  XF-45,  original  toning  . . 

1841-0  AU-50   

1845     AU-50,  lustrous  

1845-0  Drapery,  AU-50   

1845-  0  No  Drapery,  XF-45  

1846-  0  Medium  Date.  AU-50  

1850  AU-55,  a  beautiful  coin  ... . 

1851  AU-53,  NGC  

1851-  0  AU-50,  obverse  abrasion  . . . 

1852-  0  XF-40   

1853  XF-45  

1853-  0  XF-40   

1855  5/4,  XF-40,  a  nice  example  . 

1857-S  Mediums,  AU-50  

1859  MS-60,  darkly  toned  

1860  AU-50  

1860-S  Mediums,  AU-50  

1860-S  Large  S,  AU-50  

1860-  S  MS-60  

1861-  0  AU-50  

1862  AU-55   

1863-S  AU-50  

1866-S   No  Motto,  VF-20  

1867     AU-50,  mark  on  shield  

1868-S  AU-50   

1868-S  AU-55,  an  outstanding  coin  . 

1871-  S  AU-50   

1872-  S  AU-50,  original  color  

1874-S   Smalls,  XF-40  

1875  AU-50  

1876-S  MS-60,  baggy  


$950 
225 
245 
210 
225 
175 
725 
695 
225 
350 
195 
275 
325 
595 
400 
235 
220 
220 
460 
190 
300 
235 
285 
175 
145 
295 
175 
370 
260 
135 
295 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840  AU-50   $575 

1841  VF-20   175 

1842  XF-40    220 

1843  XF-40    235 

1844  AU-50,  minor  field  dig   725 

1845  AU-50,  mostly  brilliant    1195 

1846-0  XF-40    395 

1860-O  AU-50    390 

1868     XF-40,  minor  discoloration 

In  obverse  field    295 

1870  VF-35    245 

1870-  CC  AU-55    2450 

1871  VF-35   210 

1871-  CC  XF-45,  very  rare   7500 

1872  F-15   125 

1872-  S  XF-40    995 

1873  XF-40    270 


Want  List  Solicited.  Liberty  Seated  Collections  Purchased. 

TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15-day  return  privilege  for  coins 

in  unopened  holders.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC  #1283 
P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 

Telephone  (716)  688-0833  
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A  Ten  Piece  Carson  City  Type  Set  in  l\/Iint  State 

by 

Weimar  White 


The  ten  piece  Carson  City  type  set  consists  of  seven  silver  coins  and  three 
gold  coins  from  nine  different  denominations.  The  seven  silver  coins  are  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime,  quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar,  as  well  as  the  twenty  cent 
piece,  the  Trade  dollar  and  the  Morgan  dollar.  The  three  gold  pieces  are  the 
half  eagle,  the  eagle  and  the  double  eagle.  This  writer  was  asked  to  help 
assemble  just  such  a  set  in  uncirculated  condition.  I  would  like  to  report  that 
this  remarkable  set  has  just  been  completed  after  two  years  of  searching  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  that  would  match  the  quality  of  the  rest  of  the  coins  in 
the  collection.  Needless  to  say,  I  was  flattered  when  I  was  approached  by  the 
collector  and  asked  to  help  build  this  collection  in  certified  mint  state.  Since  the 
collector  was  a  person  of  modest  means,  it  was  not  clear  to  me  at  the  beginning 
whether  the  set  would  ever  be  completed.  But,  by  spacing  the  purchase  of  the 
coins  over  a  period  of  two  years,  the  task  became  manageable. 

This  collector  was  attracted  to  the  idea  of  building  a  Carson  City  type  set 
mainly  because  of  his  interest  in  the  old  west  and  his  fascination  with  the  discovery 
of  silver  and  gold  from  the  Comstock  Lode  in  Virginia  City  in  1859.  He  was 
fascinated  with  the  whole  concept  of  taking  ore  from  the  mines,  refining  it  into 
silver  and  gold  bars,  and  then  producing  beautiful  artifacts  from  the  metal  that 
would  be  used  in  commerce  to  build  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  old  west.  As  a 
student  of  American  history  and  with  an  interest  in  precious  metals,  the  idea  of 
building  a  silver  and  gold  Carson  City  type  set  soon  became  irresistible  to  him. 
Another  appealing  feature  of  the  ten  piece  type  set  is  the  diversity  of  coin 
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denominations  that  the  set  offers.  Here  is  a  set  where  a  Liberty  Seated  dime 
can  be  showcased  next  to  a  beautiful  gold  double  eagle.  Finally,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  face  value  of  the  entire  ten  piece  set  is  only  $39.95  . 

Table  I  presents  descriptions  of  the  coins  in  the  ten  piece  Carson  City  type 
set.  The  certified  grade,  date  and  variety  of  each  of  the  ten  coins  in  the  set  is 
contained  in  this  table.  I  received  one  pleasant  surprise  in  building  this  set 
when  the  1891-CC  gold  eagle  turned  out  to  be  an  example  of  a  rare  variety  for 
this  date.  This  Breen  #7035  variety  has  a  spine  below  the  chin  on  the  obverse 
and  a  doubled  second  C  in  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse.  Needless  to  say,  I 
was  overjoyed  to  have  the  opportunity  to  include  an  example  of  this  rare 

Table  I 

A  Ten  Piece  Carson  City  Type  Set  in  Certified  Mint  State 

Assembled  by  Weimar  White 
with  an  Average  Grade  of  MS-62 

1.  Dime.  1877-CC.  PCGS-64.  Purchased  from  Heritage  3/5/90.  A  beau- 
tiful coin  and  an  example  of  the  Breen  #3406  variety  having  the  Type  I 
reverse. 

2.  Twenty  Cent  Piece.  1875-CC.  PCGS-62.  Purchased  from  Bowers  & 
Merena  12/15/90.  An  example  of  the  Breen  #3876  variety. 

3.  Quarter  Dollar.  1877-CC.  PCGS-63.  Purchased  from  TIA  Rare  Coin 
Galleries  12/15/90.  An  example  of  the  Breen  #4096  variety. 

4.  Half  Dollar.  1876-CC.  Hallmark-62.  A  very  attractive  coin  purchased  from 
Bowers  &  Merena  4/9/90.  An  example  of  the  Breen  #5004  variety. 

5.  Liberty  Seated  Dollar.  1872-CC.  PCGS-61.  Purchased  from  Chris 
Napolitano  5/12/92.  This  coin  is  brilliant  and  well  struck  and  it  is  semi- 
prooflike.  The  reverse  is  especially  nice  and  this  coin  is  the  key  to  the  set. 
An  example  of  the  Breen  #5493  variety. 

6.  Trade  Dollar.  1875-CC.  Hallmark-62,  Premium  quality.  Purchased  at  a 
Bowers  &  Merena  Auction  5/7/90.  A  beautifully  toned  coin.  An  example  of 
the  Breen  #5796  variety. 

7.  Morgan  Dollar.  1884-CC.  PCGS-64.  Purchased  from  Tangible  Invest- 
ments of  America  7/30/90. 

8.  Half  Eagle.  1890-CC.  PCGS-60.  Purchased  from  Bowers  &  Merena 
12/13/90.  A  very  attractive  coin.  An  example  of  the  Breen  #6743  variety. 

9.  Eagle.  1891-CC.  Purchased  from  Bowers  &  Merena  4/30/90.  Hallmark- 
61 .  This  coin  is  especially  attractive  and  an  example  of  the  Breen  #7035 
variety.  This  rare  variety  is  identified  by  a  spine  below  the  chin  on  the 
obverse  and  a  doubled  second  C  in  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse. 

10.  Double  Eagle.  1875-CC.  PCGS-61.  Purchased  from  Bowers  &  Merena 
12/15/90.  An  example  of  the  Breen  #7256  variety.  This  coin  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  Carson  City  double  eagles  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
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variety  in  the  Carson  City  type  set.  The  writer  currently  believes  that  a  total  of 
between  20  and  35  mint  state  Liberty  Seated  dollars  exist  for  all  four  Carson 
City  dates  from  the  1870-CC  to  the  1873-CC.  Therefore,  no  more  than  35  of 
these  ten  piece  Carson  City  type  sets  could  be  assembled  in  mint  state. 
However,  many  of  these  mint  state  Carson  City  dollars  are  presently  part  of 
Liberty  Seated  date  sets  and  therefore  not  available  for  the  creation  of  type 
sets.  The  writer  therefore  would  be  surprised  if  more  than  12  such  type  sets 
were  ever  assembled  in  mint  state.  The  current  owner  is  very  happy  about 
owning  perhaps  the  first  certified  mint  state  ten  piece  Carson  City  type  set  ever 
assembled. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


1849  PCGSAU-50   $600 

1 850-O  ANACS  VF-35    1000 

1854  XF,  old  cleaning   2300 

1855  XF,  dark  toning   1900 

1 856  XF,  old  cleaning   700 

1864  ANACS  VF-35,  toned   525 

1872-S  PCGSXF-40   1150 


TERMS: 

Coins  sent  postpaid.  Seven  day  return  privilege. 

DENNIS  GARSTANG 
Box  670  •  Belle,  Missouri  65013 
Telephone  (314)  364-5095  Evenings 
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Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 
by 

Maurice  Rosen 

There  is  something  exciting  about  owning  a  coin  with  a  three  figure  mintage 
in  this  day  when  production  figures  run  into  the  billions.  It  is  thrilling  for  many 
collectors  to  own  a  proof  coin  that  is  over  a  century  old  with  a  mintage  of  just  a 
few  hundred  pieces.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  no  regular  business  strikes  were 
minted  in  that  year  and  an  ordinary  proof  coin  takes  on  an  added  importance. 
As  a  proof  only  issue,  such  coins  are  often  highly  sought  after  dates  in  their 
particular  series. 

A  number  of  proof  only  issues  were  produced  at  the  United  States  mint 
during  the  19th  century,  including  the  1877  and  1878  twenty  cent  pieces.  Until 
recently,  these  coins  were  extremely  popular,  commanding  large  premiums 
over  the  more  common  proof  issues  in  the  series.  But  this  relationship  began  to 
change  in  the  1960s  as  the  collector  dominated  marketplace  gave  way  to  one 
dominated  by  the  investor.  Type  coin  prices  exploded  in  the  1970s  and  as  the 
perceptions  on  the  desirability  of  owning  such  low  mintage  coins  waned,  the 
price  premiums  once  enjoyed  by  these  proof  only  issues  began  to  shrink. 

The  1877  and  1878  proof  only  twenty  cent  pieces  have  long  presented 
problems  for  researchers.  The  reported  mintage  figures  for  many  proof  issues 
prior  to  1 878  are  largely  reconstructed  from  various  mint  reports  and  are  not  as 
accurate  as  the  figures  for  later  issues.  As  the  PCGS  and  NGC  population 
figures  continue  to  mount,  I  am  becoming  less  willing  to  accept  the  proof 
mintage  figures  of  350  and  600  for  the  two  proof  only  twenty  cent  pieces. 
Surprising,  the  unheralded  1875  proof  has  emerged  as  the  number  one  rarity 
with  the  smallest  reported  population.  Yet,  the  reported  mintage  for  the  1875 
proof  is  a  relatively  robust  2790  pieces.  I  suspect  that  many  1875  proof  coins 
remained  unsold  and  were  melted.  The  2790  reported  mintage  had  to  be  too 
ambitious  a  production  figure  for  its  time.  Additionally,  a  study  of  Rome's  Prices 
Realizedior  the  period  from  1972-78  also  reveals  that  the  1875  proof  had  the 
fewest  number  of  appearances  of  the  four  dates  in  the  twenty  cent  piece  series. 
Considering  the  information  provided  I  would  like  to  speculate  by  revising  the 
reported  mintage  figures  for  the  proof  coinage  in  the  twenty  cent  piece  series. 

I  feel  that  a  mintage  figure  of  830  pieces  for  the  1 875  proof  would  be  more  in 
line  with  the  population  figures  for  the  series  and  I  would  further  make  a  slight 
adjustment  for  the  1 876  proof  to  1 220  pieces.  These  adjustments  would  give  a 
total  proof  production  of  3000  pieces  for  the  twenty  cent  piece  series  as 
opposed  to  the  reported  figure  of  5000  total  pieces.  I  feel  that  it  is  impossible  to 
explain  the  proof  population  data  for  the  series  without  dramatically  revising 
downward  the  mintage  figure  for  the  1875  proof  twenty  cent  piece.  The  revised 
mintage  figures  still  leave  a  larger  number  of  reported  appearances  for  the 
proof  only  issues  with  lower  mintage  figures.  I  believe  that  this  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  a  greater  percentage  of  the  coins  from  the  proof  only 
issues  were  saved  by  19th  century  collectors.  It  certainly  makes  sense  for  the 
old  time  collector  to  have  hoarded  these  low  mintage  dates  while  not  paying 
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any  special  attention  to  the  more  common  dates  in  the  series.  The  PCGS  and 
NGC  population  reports  provide  us  with  a  fresh  and  increasingly  valid  data 
base  from  which  we  can  speculate  on  the  collecting  habits  of  a  century  ago. 


Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

Date 

Reported  Proof 
Mintage 

PCGS  &  NGC 

r  wuw  V  ivuu 

Population  Figures 
Proof  60-69 

Rome's  Prices  Realized 
1972-78,  Total 
Appearances,  Proof 

Revised 
Mintage 

1875 

2790 

195 

50 

830 

1876 

1260 

267 

61 

1220 

1877 

350 

231 

63 

350 

1878 

600 

306 

107 

600 

Totals  5000  999  281  3000 


When  Selling  Your  1870-S  Half  Dollars, 
Please  Keep  Me  In  Mind! 

Buying  1870-S  Half  Dollars,  Nice  Original  Circulated  Coins 
Buying  1870-S  Half  Dollars,  Lowest  Grades  Up  through  VF 
Buying  1870-S  Half  Dollars,  Any  Duplicates  You  May  Have 

David  Love  •  lscc  #1350 

P.O.  Box  697 
Tualatin,  Oregon  97062 
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A  Second  1839  Very  Long  Claws  Quarter  Discovered 


by 

David  Hensley 

In  his  encyclopedia  on  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series,  Larry  Briggs 
described  a  variety  of  the  1839  quarter  with  very  long  claws.  At  the  time  of 
publication  of  his  book  he  stated  that  only  one  example  of  this  variety  had  been 
seen.  I  would  like  to  report  that  a  second  example  of  this  variety  surfaced  in 
upstate  New  York  during  the  summer  of  1992.  This  coin  is  unmistakably  an 
example  of  his  4-C  variety,  the  1839  Very  Long  Claws  quarter.  It  matches  his 
description  completely,  from  the  tilted  9  in  the  date  to  the  shape  and  length  of 
the  claws  on  the  reverse.  This  new  specimen  grades  Very  Good. 

I  would  also  like  to  report  a  die  characteristic  that  might  be  helpful  in  the 
identification  of  this  variety.  My  coin  has  a  small  raised  dot  just  below  the  center 
of  a  denticle  above  the  10th  star.  This  defect  is  also  clearly  visible  in  the  picture 
of  the  discovery  specimen  in  the  Briggs  encyclopedia.  Could  this  defect  be  a 
diagnostic  feature  of  all  examples  of  this  variety? 

Have  other  club  members  identified  other  examples  of  the  1839  Very  Long 
Claws  quarter?  I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  other  club  members  with 
additional  information  on  this  interesting  variety.  I  can  be  reached  by  telephone 
at  (315)  469-2008  or  by  writing  to  the  address:  David  Hensley,  P.O.  Box  680, 
Syracuse,  New  York  13201. 
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Quality  Seated  Coins 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 
1875-CC  NGCAU-58   $545 


SEATED  DOLLARS 


QUARTERS 

1880      PCGS  MS-62   $750 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  With  Drapery,  Ch.EF-45-t-  $160 

1841       Choice  AU-50    450 

1849       Ch.EF-45+   240 

1856-S    EF-40    250 

1857      Ch.EF-45    95 

1858-  S    Ch.EF-45++   299 

1859-  0    Ch.EF-45    95 

1869-S    EF-40   139 

1871      Ch.EF-45    95 

1874      Ch.EF-45+   295 

1876      AU-50    150 

1883      EF-40    340 


1840 
1842 
1845 
1847 
1849 
1850 
1853 
1855 
1859-0 
1865 
1866 
1868 
1869 
1871 


Ch.AU-55   $975 

PCGSAU-55    575 

EF-45    545 

Ch.EF-45    365 

AU-50    750 

PCGS  EF-45   1700 

Ch.AU-55+   1050 

NGC  EF-45    2800 


Ch.EF-45  .  . 
PCGS  EF-45 , 
Ch.EF-45.  . , 
Ch.EF-45  ., 
Ch.AU-55  . , 
AU-50  .  .  . , 


350 
685 
625 
525 
875 
515 


TERMS:     1 .  All  coins  original,  attractive  and  ctioice  for  their  grade. 

2.  All  coins  l<ept  in  bank  vault. 

3.  Please  add  $3.00  to  help  with  registered  nnail  fee. 

4.  Other  coins  available;  want  lists  are  invited. 

5.  Call  (404)  985-8873  from  6  p.m.  to  1 1  p.m.  for  more  details. 

Joe  Shon 

P.O.  Box  870674 
Stone  Mountain,  Georgia  30087-0017 
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1855-S  Half  Dollars  in  the  China  Trade 


by 

Donald  Heifer 

The  mintage  figure  for  the  1855-S  half  dollar  is  listed  as  129,950  pieces. 
Yet,  this  first  half  dollar  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  branch  mint  is  far  rarer  than 
this  mintage  figure  would  suggest.  This  raises  the  interesting  question,  what 
really  happened  to  the  nearly  130,000  half  dollars  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
mint  in  1855?  It  is  my  opinion  that  in  all  probability  a  substantial  number  of 
these  pieces  were  shipped  to  China  to  purchase  goods  in  the  China  trade.  In 
the  Far  East  these  coins  would  have  been  viewed  as  merely  bullion  and  traded 
to  the  Chinese  by  American  ship  captains.  The  Chinese  would  have  tested 
these  unfamiliar  coins  and  found  them  to  be  of  good  silver  but  not  the  standard 
size  trade  coin  they  desired.  The  Chinese  preferred  the  Spanish  milled  dollars 
or  Dollars  Mex.  The  term  Dollars  Mex  was  used  by  Chinese  merchants  as 
spoken  words  to  describe  what  they  desired  in  payment  for  their  goods.  Initially 
this  was  the  verbal  description  for  the  Spanish  milled  dollar  but  in  time  it  came 
to  mean  any  dollar  sized  coin  of  the  same  silver  content  and  fineness.  The 
Dollars  Mex  created  the  need  for  the  establishment  of  other  standard  coins  that 
could  be  used  in  trade  with  the  Chinese  that  later  became  the  US  Trade  Dollar, 
the  British  Trade  Dollar  and  the  French  Piastre  de  commerce.  In  the  book 
CHOPMARKS  by  F.  M.  Rose  the  author  states  that  "San  Francisco  business- 


1855-S  Half  Dollars  from  the  China  Trade 
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men  used  to  send  pack  trains  down  to  Mexico  to  bring  back  silver  eight  Reales. 
Between  the  pack  train  itself  and  the  strong  arnned  guard  needed,  it  cost 
importers  a  six  percent  premium  to  import  Dollars  Mex.  Hense,  the  lobbying 
pressure  from  the  China  traders  for  the  minting  of  the  US  Trade  Dollar." 

In  1855  the  Comstock  Lode  had  not  yet  been  discovered  and  the  medium  of 
trade  in  California  was  in  private  gold  coins  or  in  gold  bullion.  The  sea  captain 
who  off  loaded  his  goods  brought  from  around  the  Horn  needed  silver  for  the 
next  leg  of  his  journey  to  the  trade  ports  of  southern  China.  It  is  likely  that  some 
of  these  ship  captains  obtained  these  newly  minted  1855-S  half  dollars  in 
quantity  and  traded  them  as  bullion  to  Chinese  merchants.  The  Chinese  in  turn 
would  have  found  themselves  possessing  silver  coins  smaller  than  the  stan- 
dard silver  trade  coins  and  in  many  cases  melted  them  as  bullion.  In  his 
encyclopedia  Walter  Breen  mentions  an  1855-S  half  dollar  that  was  chopped 
with  the  Chinese  character  CHUNG  meaning  middle  or  half. 

There  are  many  unknown  reasons  why  certain  issues  of  United  States  coins 
are  rarer  than  their  mintage  figures  would  seem  to  indicate.  In  the  case  of  the 
first  half  dollars  from  the  San  Francisco  mint,  I  believe  that  many  of  them  were 
purchased  by  people  who  took  Horace  Greeley's  advice. 


1855-S  Half  Dollars  from  the  China  Trade 
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An  1887-S  Dime  with  a  Shattered  Reverse 

by 

Jason  L.  Carter 

I  recently  acquired  an  interesting  1887-S  dime  for  my  collection  from  a 
friend  and  fellow  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  At  first  glance  this  coin 
would  appear  to  be  simply  a  nice  AU  example  of  a  San  Francisco  Seated  dime. 
A  closer  look  however  reveals  a  spectacular  shattering  of  the  reverse  die. 

A  heavy  die  crack  can  be  seen  running  through  much  of  the  wreath  on  the 
reverse  of  this  coin.  This  crack  is  the  strongest  in  the  wreath  to  the  left  of  the  D 
in  DIME  and  branches  off  in  several  directions  as  it  runs  up  the  left  side  of  the 
wreath.  The  crack  branches  off  just  to  the  right  of  the  bow  and  then  runs  up 


1887-S  Dime  with  Shattered  Reverse 
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through  the  wreath  to  the  rim  at  4  o'clock.  From  there  it  faintly  takes  a  course 
through  the  upper  right  side  of  the  wreath.  A  congested  area  of  heavy  shatter- 
ing is  first  noticeable,  but  a  crack  can  be  followed  in  a  complete  circle  within  the 
wreath. 

Because  of  the  intricate  design  of  the  reverse  wreath  on  Seated  dimes, 
magnification  is  needed  to  identify  the  cracks  within  the  many  leaf  lines  in  the 
design  on  this  coin.  The  reverse  strike  is  surprisingly  strong  and  the  obverse 
shows  good  head  detail  with  some  weakness  in  the  shield.  Other  examples  of 
this  variety  likely  exist  in  even  later  die  states  with  heavier  cracks  or  cuds. 

Many  different  reverse  dies  were  surely  used  to  strike  1887-S  dimes.  It 
appears  that  some  of  these  dies  were  used  too  long  to  strike  coins.  In  any  case, 
it  is  obvious  that  some  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  the  4.4  million  1887-S  dimes 
were  of  poor  quality  and  used  beyond  their  useful  life.  This  conclusion  is 
reached  by  the  fact  that  this  date  is  commonly  found  with  a  weak  head  and 
weakness  through  the  left  side  of  the  shield.  Many  pieces  of  this  date  also  have 
a  filled  mintmark  and  a  weak  reverse. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  many  pieces  of  this  date  turn  up  with  reverse 
cracks  or  cuds.  I  would  be  interested  in  knowing  of  any  such  pieces  identified 
by  club  members.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  picture  of  my 
1887-S  dime. 


1871  Proof  Quarter 


Very  rare  variety  as  confirmed  by  Walter  Breen  at  the  1983 
ANAConvention  in  San  Diego.  SenttoPCGS  for  slabbing 
in  February  1993  to  confirm  toning.  It  was  graded  Proof 
63.  This  is  a  very  rare  coin.  I  will  sell  it  for  $1400.  For 
additional  information  call  me  during  the  day  at  work 
(209)  485-1 254  or  in  die  evening  at  home  (209)  439-2276. 
I  will  consider  a  u^de  for  an  1866-S  No  Motto  problem- 
free  half  dollar,  AU  or  better  plus  cash. 


John  M.  Peters  •  LSCC  #734 
93  E.  Belmont  •  Fresno,  California  93701 
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Hunting  for  Half  Dimes  ? 

HALF  DIMES 

1838     AU-50,  dark  original,  cud  on  lower  obverse  rim   $125 

1838-0  VG-10,  old  light  obverse  scratches,  otherwise  nice   95 

1840     G-5,  With  Drapery,  decent  original   23 

1840     XF-40,  With  Drapery,  toned  original,  a  few  scattered  marits  . .  150 

1840-O  G-4,  With  Drapery,  lightly  cleaned    25 

1845     XF-40,  attractive  example   40 

1848     8/7/6,  VF-30,  attractive  but  slightly  bent,  scarce   30 

1848  XF-40,  Medium  Date,  nice  original    40 

1849  VF-30,  9  recut  low,  nice  example   25 

1849-0  G-4,  nice  smooth  original   23 

1849-0  VF-30,  old  cleaning,  light  gold  retoning   195 

1851-  0  F-1 5,  old  album  toning,  a  few  small  marl<s   25 

1852  XF-45,  sharp  dark  gray  original   45 

1852-  0  VG-8,  small  scratch  In  obverse  field,  decent  example   28 

1 852-  0  VF-20,  attractive  original,  a  tough  date   115 

1853  F-12,  No  Arrows,  a  pleasing  problem  free  example   55 

1853      XF-45,  With  Arrows,  die  clashed,  a  nice  example   42 

1853     AU-50,  With  Arrows,  sharp  &  bright,  heavily  die  clashed   80 

1 853  AU-55,  With  Arrows,  well  struck  &  bright   115 

1853-  0  VF-20,  With  Arrows,  a  few  small  hairline  scratches   23 

1854  XF-45,  dark  gray  original,  sharp   45 

1855-  0  VF-25,  V-1  A,  die  break  through  head,  cap  and  stars  8  - 13  60 

1856-  0  VF-35,  a  few  minor  rim  marks,  dark  reverse  toning   45 

1857  XF-40,  nice  original,  slight  weakness  at  head   38 

1857-  0  VF-30,  soft  gray  with  blue  &  gold  highlights    32 

1858  G-4,  over  Inverted  date,  bold  traces  of  underdate   23 

1858     XF-40,  lightly  cleaned  but  sharp   35 

1 858-  0  F-1 2,  die  break  from  head  to  rim,  a  few  tiny  marks,  dark  original   18 

1859-  0  F-12,  cleaned  and  lightly  retoned   20 

1860-  O  AU-50,  nicely  toned  original,  tiny  rim  mark   85 

1861  XF-40,  attractive  iridescent  toning  28 

1862  XF-45,  sharp  original   32 

1863  G-4,  dark,  moderate  damage,  filler   45 

1863      G-4,  decent  example,  a  key  Civil  War  issue   115 

1866-S  XF-40,  mottled  gray  toning,  a  few  tiny  marks   85 

1868-S  XF-40,  sharp  original   45 

1869     XF-40,  sharp  medium  gray  original   50 

1872      VF-25,  old  album  toning   13 

1873-S  XF-40,  lightly  cleaned  but  sharp   35 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  lists.  Conservative  grading  and 
accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  10-day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original 
holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California 
residents  please  add  7%  sales  tax. 
Please  list  alternative  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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An  1877  Dime  With  a  Doubled  Die  Reverse 


by 

Carson  Torpey 

When  I  bought  my  1877  dime  I  was  primarily  concerned  about  purchasing  a 
coin  in  a  nice  AU  grade  and  paid  no  attention  to  the  variety  of  the  specimen. 
Later,  upon  close  examination,  I  noticed  that  my  coin  showed  die  doubling 
through  the  center  of  the  reverse.  Thinking  that  I  might  have  discovered  a  new 
variety,!  checked  Brian  Greer's  new  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes.  No  mention  is  made  of  a  doubled  die  reverse  for  this  date  in  this 
book.  The  Ahwash  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  describes  four 
varieties  of  the  1877  dime  but  makes  no  mention  of  a  doubled  die  reverse  for 
this  date.  I  have,  therefore,  concluded  that  this  variety  has  not  been  previously 
described  in  the  numismatic  literature. 

The  doubling  on  the  reverse  of  this  1 877  dime  runs  through  the  center  of  the 
coin.  The  second  impression  was  punched  slightly  counterclockwise  from  the 
original  impression.  The  doubling  shows  most  clearly  on  the  E  of  ONE,  the  M 
and  E  of  DIME  and  on  the  oak  leaf  just  below  the  E  of  DIME.  The  coin  has  the 
Type  II  reverse  with  the  pointed  left  ribbon  end. 

This  coin  also  has  very  strong  clash  marks  on  both  the  obverse  and  the 
reverse.  On  the  reverse  there  is  a  strong  mark  to  the  left  of  the  E  in  DIME. On 
the  obverse  Miss  Liberty  appears  to  be  on  fire  with  clash  marks  resembling 
flames  reaching  out  from  her  left  hand. 


1877  Dime  with  Doubled  Die  Reverse 
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The  coin  also  shows  evidence  of  die  polishing  in  an  attempt  to  remove  die 
clash  marks.  On  the  obverse  the  top  of  the  first  S  in  STATES  and  the  top  of  the 
O  in  OF  have  been  polished  off  the  obverse  design.  Even  so,  strong  clash 
marks  still  remain  on  the  obverse  die  as  illustrated  in  the  pictures. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  excellent 
pictures  of  my  1877  dime. 


Clash  Marks  On  1877  Dime 
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Polished  Obverse  Die  on  1877  Dime 


-  BUYING  &  SELLING  - 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 
P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  Colorado  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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Misuse  of  the  Date  Alignment  Jig 

by 

Del  Romlnes 

In  Issue  #56  of  the  journal  I  presented  information  on  the  date  alignment  jig, 
a  tool  I  believe  was  used  for  many  years  during  the  19th  century  to  properly 
place  the  dates  on  coinage  dies.  The  jig  pictured  in  my  article  had  a  plate  with 
three  holes  and  beside  these  holes  the  numbers  25,  50  and  100  were  punched. 
When  a  four  digit  logo  punch  is  placed  in  each  of  these  holes  in  the  plate,  the 
date  would  be  in  the  proper  position  for  a  Liberty  Seated  quarter,  half  dollar  and 
dollar  coin  for  a  properly  mounted  die.  But  if  a  half  dollar  obverse  die  is 
mounted  in  the  jig  and  the  logo  punch  placed  into  the  wrong  hole,  the  resulting 
date  will  be  punched  far  out  of  alignment. 

In  recent  years  a  number  of  die  varieties  have  been  identified  with  date 
punches  up  into  the  gown  and  others  with  date  punches  in  the  denticles.  In 
these  cases  I  have  taken  measurements  on  the  location  of  the  misplaced  dates 
on  the  obverses  of  these  coins.  I  have  found  that  in  all  cases  the  location  of  the 
mis-punched  date  matched  perfectly  with  the  position  that  the  date  would  have 
been  in  for  another  denomination. 

To  demonstrate  this  result  I  have  prepared  a  drawing  on  the  opposite  page 
showing  the  relative  diameters  of  the  six  denominations  of  Seated  coins.  I  have 
then  placed  an  enlarged  picture  of  the  date  of  an  1877  half  dollar  in  its  proper 
position  for  a  50  cent  piece.  Below  this  I  have  placed  an  enlarged  picture  of  the 
date  of  an  1860  Seated  dollar  in  its  position  for  a  100  coin.  It  is  clear  from  this 
demonstration  that  if  a  half  dollar  die  was  mounted  in  the  date  alignment  jig  and 
the  four  digit  logo  punch  was  placed  into  the  100  hole  on  the  front  plate,  the 
tops  of  the  date  digits  would  be  peeking  out  over  the  denticles.  Similar  demon- 
strations can  be  made  for  other  denominations  of  Seated  coins. 

In  Issue  #54  of  the  journal  pictures  of  the  obverses  of  four  different  1875-S 
twenty  cent  pieces  are  shown  with  extra  digits  punched  into  the  denticles.  The 
existence  of  these  dies  leaves  virtually  no  doubt  that  an  extra  hole  was 
punched  into  the  front  plate  of  the  date  alignment  jig  in  1875  to  assist  in  the 
date  placement  of  the  twenty  cent  piece.  There  is  fairly  solid  evidence  to  justify 
this  conclusion  based  solely  on  measurements  of  date  locations  alone.  Sup- 
pose that  a  four  digit  logo  punch  was  erroneously  placed  in  the  50  cent  slot  on 
the  date  alignment  jig  when  positioning  the  date  for  a  twenty  cent  piece.  In  such 
a  case  the  date  digits  would  be  punched  into  the  denticles  as  shown  for  the 
existing  dies  of  the  1875-S  twenty  cent  piece.  A  careless  mint  employee  could 
easily  create  these  errors  by  placing  the  date  punch  in  the  wrong  slot  on  the 
date  alignment  jig. 
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Circles  Demonstrate  Relative  Diameters  of  Different 
Denominations  of  Seated  Coins 
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A  Few  Nice  Coins  for  Sale 


HALF  DIMES 

1837      UNC   $450 

1838-0  XF   550 

1840-0    No  Drapery,  PCGS-60   650 

1840-0  With  Drapery,  XF   250 

1842-0  NGC-64   8750 

1842-0  AU,  planchet  defect  on  rim  ...  675 

1844-0  PCGS-62    9250 

1844-0  NGCXF-45   1100 

1846     XF+,  sharp    1350 

1848     PCGS-63,  Large  Date   875 

1848  AU,  Large  Date   225 

1849  9/8,  PCGS-63   825 

1849      9/8,  AU   225 

1851-  0  BU   750 

1852-  0  AU   350 

1853      No  Arrows,  AU   225 

1853-  0  No  Arrows,  XF   975 

1853-0  No  Arrows,  VF   550 

1858      BU   375 

1858     XF,  over  inverted  date   185 

1858     VF,  over  inverted  date    120 

1863      NGC-62    725 

1863  XF   275 

1864  PCGSPR-63   850 

1865  F   325 

1866  PCGS-62    850 

1866  VF   425 

1866-  S   AU   190 

1867  Proof   650 

1867  BU   875 

1867-  S   UNC   550 

1868  Proof   575 

1868-  S   NGC-64   925 

DIMES 

1840     WItli  Drapery,  XF   $375 

1846     AU   1500 

1846      VF   240 

1846      F   160 

1848      AU   235 

1849-0  XF   325 

1852-0   XF   195 

1852-0  VF+   120 

1858-S  VF+   350 

1858-S   F   185 

1858-S   VG   100 


DIMES 

1859-  S   XF    $625 

1860-  0  VG   360 

1863  Proof   475 

1864  PCGS-63   1350 

1864      NGC-63    1400 

1864-S  XF    120 

1867      NGC-66    6500 

1867      PCGS-63    2500 

1870-S   F   350 

1873-  CCVF    1850 

1874-  CC  VF    POR 

1875-  CC  CC  below  bow,  PCGS-64   1500 

1878-CC  UNC   475 

1879      BU   550 

1879  XF    325 

1880  PCGS-63    725 

1880      PCGS-62    550 

1880      BU   750 

1880  XF    210 

1881  VF    225 

1884-  S  AU   220 

1885-  S  AU   3350 

1886-  S  ANACS-62    750 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840     Medium  Letters,  AU   $875 

1842-0   Small  Date,  F+   1050 

1844-0  Doubled  Date,  PCGS-VF   1500 

1846     6  over  horizontal  6,  AU-»-   1400 

1848      PGCS-62+++,  PL   1500 

1851  BU,  original   1350 

1852  AU   725 

1855-S   F    550 

1858-  S  AU   240 

1859-  S   AU   275 

1866-S   No  Motto,  VF   225 

1866     BU,  choice   2000 

1870-  CC  XF    3750 

1871-  CC  XF    1250 

1873     Open  3,  No  Arrows,  VG   2650 

1873-CC  No  Arrows,  AU   2750 

1873-CC  With  Arrows,  UNC   3250 

1873-  S  AU   550 

1874-  S   XF    375 

1878-S  VG,  original   7750 


Jim  O'Donnell 

325  East  48th  Street  •  New  York,  New  York  10017 
Telephone  (212)  758-6536 
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More  on  the  1848  Half  Dime  with  a  Far  Right  Date 

by 

William  A.  Harmon 


The  article  on  the  1848  half  dime  with  the  far  right  date  by  John  Zitz  that 
appeared  in  Issue  #56  of  the  Journal  took  me  completely  by  surprise  because 
it  contained  pictures  of  the  specimen  from  the  Levine  collection,  a  coin  that 
currently  resides  in  my  collection.  By  coincidence,  I  had  planned  to  submit  an 
article  on  this  coin  and  already  had  pictures  taken  of  it  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 
These  pictures  are  shown  above.  John  McCloskey  has  studied  all  of  the 
pictures  and  agrees  that  both  sets  of  pictures  are  of  the  same  coin.  But  there  is 
a  difference  in  quality  between  the  two  sets  of  pictures  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
better  detail  contained  in  the  Mulvaney  pictures  will  help  answer  some  of  the 
questions  raised  in  the  last  issue  of  the  journal. 

The  description  of  the  obverse  of  this  variety  in  the  title  of  this  article  is 
entirely  appropriate.  An  examination  of  the  Valentine  illustrations  for  the  entire 
Liberty  Seated  series  reveals  no  other  example  with  the  date  punched  so  far  to 
the  right.  While  the  date  is  well  located  in  relation  to  the  edge  of  the  coin,  it  is 
squeezed  into  the  narrowing  space  to  the  right  between  the  rock  base  and  the 
denticles.  Consequently,  the  date  appears  to  run  uphill  with  only  the  final  48 
touching  the  rock  base.  The  shield  line  position  is  SL-10+  and  would  be  even 
higher  if  the  1  in  the  date  did  not  tilt  back  toward  the  shield.  The  coin  pictured  is 
ex-Stuart  C.  Levine,  Lot  #  2121  from  a  Bowers  &  Merena  Sale,  April,  1986.  Dr. 
Levine  was  probably  the  principal  outlet  for  the  uncirculated  half  dimes  that 
Kam  Ahwash  purchased.  I  have  several  other  coins  that  Kam  either  described 
or  pictured  before  selling  them. 

John  Zitz  was  correct  when  he  described  the  reverse  of  this  variety  as  being 
from  the  V-5  die.  The  third  die  crack  that  he  describes  from  the  U  of  UNITED  is 
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present  on  my  coin  as  are  the  two  described  by  Valentine  for  the  V-5  variety. 
However,  on  my  coin,  the  two  V-5  cracks  are  now  connected  to  form  one  crack 
that  runs  across  the  coin.  The  third  crack  from  the  U  of  UNITED  now  extends  to 
meet  the  original  crack  under  the  A  of  HALF.  These  cracks  in  the  center  of  the 
reverse  are  light  but  are  clearly  visible. 

Neil's  description  of  his  N-2  variety  describes  the  two  V-5  cracks  as  being 
joined.  The  description  of  his  N-3  variety  describes  these  die  cracks  as  being 
more  pronounced,  indicating  that  the  reverse  is  of  a  different  die  state  but  not  a 
separate  die.  The  description  of  the  N-3  obverse  indicates  that  the  18  in  the 
date  is  much  too  low.  This  can  be  better  understood  by  noting  that  all  other 
varieties  of  this  date  have  all  four  numerals  touching  the  rock  base.  If  the  N-2 
and  N-3  varieties  both  have  the  same  obverse,  we  can  only  guess  as  to  why 
Neil  did  not  describe  the  two  varieties  as  being  struck  from  the  same  pair  of 
dies. 

There  are  at  least  two  reasons  for  studying  early  descriptions  of  die  varie- 
ties. First,  there  is  a  need  to  know  what  has  been  previously  identified  and  to 
give  proper  credit  for  the  discovery  of  a  specific  variety.  Thus,  for  historical 
purposes,  we  must  credit  Neil  with  the  discovery  of  the  1848  far  right  date 
variety  in  two  die  states.  A  second  purpose  for  studying  early  descriptions  is  to 
use  the  description  as  a  practical  way  to  recognize  a  variety.  For  this  purpose, 
the  Neil  description  falls  somewhat  short  of  being  complete.  In  recent  years  we 
have  become  accustomed  to  using  Valentine  numbers  to  identify  specific 
varieties  and  to  adding  Valentine  numbers  as  new  varieties  are  discovered  or 
recognized.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  appropriate  to  identify  the  far  right  date 
variety  as  1848  V-9.  We  might  describe  this  variety  as  follows: 

1848  V-9 

Obv.  SL-10  Vi.  Die  not  used  for  previously  identified  varieties.  Date  punched 
far  to  the  right  and  sloping  uphill  with  only  the  48  touching  the  rock  base. 
Discovered  by  W.  W.  Neil. 

Rev.  Later  use  of  V-5  die.  Two  die  cracks  of  V-5  joined  to  form  one  crack  that 
runs  across  coin.  Another  crack  may  extend  from  U  of  UNITED  to  meet 
with  the  original  crack  under  the  A  of  HALF.  Further  die  usage  possible. 

Other  questions  raised  by  John  Zitz  on  the  1848  V-9  half  dime  remain 
unanswered.  Was  the  V-9  obverse  used  with  another  reverse?  If  such  a  coin  is 
found,  we  would  have  identified  another  variety  as  understood  in  the  Valentine 
system.  The  question  of  rarity  also  remains  unanswered.  So  far,  we  have 
identified  one  uncirculated  example  and  one  circulated  example  plus  the  two 
coins  described  by  Neil. 
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Better  Dates  #30  •  Mail  Bid  Sale 


After  ten  years,  I  just  have  too  many  coins!  It  is  tinne  to  put  them  in  new  homes,  perhaps  at  your 
price.  Bid  by  denomination,  date  and  grade.  Descriptive  abbreviations  have  been  used  as  follows: 
C  =  cleaned;  LC  =  light  cleaning,  T  =  toned,  OT  =  original  toning,  AT  =  album  toning,  OS  =  obverse 
scratch,  RS  =  reverse  scratch,  OM  =  obverse  mark,  RM  =  reverse  mark. 


HALF  DIMES 

DIMES 

QUARTERS 

QUARTERS 

1839-0 

XF,  OM 

1868 

VF,  LC,  AT 

1849-0 

F+,  LC 

1878 

XF+ 

1851 

NGC-58 

1870-S 

VF,  LC,  OM 

1850 

VF.  LC 

1879 

XF+,  OS 

1865 

XF  QT 

1871 

XF+.T 

1850 

XF+.  LC 

1879 

Proof-60 

1871-CC  F.  rev.  spot 

1851 

VG.  RM 

1880 

VF,  OT 

DIMES 

1871-S 

F.  RS 

1851 

ANACS-15.  OT 

1881 

G/AG.  OT 

1838-0 

PCGS-12 

1871-S 

VF+,  OS.  RS 

1851 

VF+.  OT 

1885 

VF,  OT.  OS 

1838 

VF,  AT 

1871-S 

XF.  LC 

1851 

XF+.  AT 

1839-0 

VG/G  Huae  0 

1872 

VG/G.  GR-104 

1852 

G+.  LC 

HALF  DOL 

1840 

\/F+  WD  AT 

1872-CC  F.  holed 

1852 

F.  OT 

1842 

ANACS-40,  OT 

184Q-0 

UF  Sm  0  AT 

1872-S 

VG, rough 

1855-0 

ANACS-12.AT 

1845 

VF+.  LC,  AT 

1  U*t  1  u 

AIU  1  r  AT 

1872-S 

VF.  OT 

1855-0 

VF+.  OT 

1845-0 

XF+,  OT 

1872-S 

VF+.  OS 

1856-0 

VF.  OT 

1846-0 

F+.  TO.  rough 

1846 

G/AG+  OT 

1872-S 

AU,  OT 

1857 

XF+ 

1849-0 

ANACS-50,  AT 

1846 

F  OT 

1873-S 

F.  LC.T 

1857-S 

F,  LC.  T 

1851 

AU.  AT.  RM 

1847 

XF  A-2  QT 

Ai  ,  n  ^ f  u  1 

1873-S 

F+.  OT 

1858-  0 

F.  OT 

1852-0 

F.  weak 

1848 

OT 

1873-S 

VF+.  C,  T 

1859-S 

VG,  rough 

1855-S 

AG.  OT 

1849 

VF+,  OT 

1873-S 

XF.  rough 

1860-S 

f 

1855-S 

G.  rev.  cuts 

1849-0 

XF-t-  OM  RM 

AIT,  U  1(1 1  ll  111 

1874-S 

VG,  OS 

1862-S 

F.  OT 

1862 

XF+,  LC 

1851-0 

VF,  AT 

1874-S 

VG+,  C,T 

1863 

F+.  OT 

1863-S 

XF+,chop  mark 

1852 

Xf[  OT 

1874-S 

VF,  LC 

1864 

F.  OT 

1865 

XF+,  LC 

1852-0 

F+,  T 

1874-S 

VF+,  OT 

1864-S 

F,  scrape 

1868 

ANACS-40,  OT 

1858-S 

G,  rough 

1878-CC  F,  OT 

1864-S 

F,  T 

1871-CC  VG,  mount 

1858-S 

VG+,  OT 

1878-CC  F+,  rough 

1865 

VG. LC. T 

1875-S 

VG,  OT 

1859-S 

VG-I-,  bent,OM 

1878-CC  VF+,  OM 

1866 

XF.  obv  dent 

1877-CC  AU.  LC 

1859-S 

F+,  T.  OM 

1878-CC  VF+,  LC 

1866-S 

AG.T 

1878-CC  AG+.  LC 

1860-0 

G+,  OS 

1881 

F.T 

1866-S 

F-t-.  rough 

1890 

XF.  holed 

1860-S 

VG+,  C 

1881 

VF+.  RM 

1867-S 

AG 

1860-S 

XF+,  bent 

1886-S 

F.T 

1867-S 

G.OT 

DOLLARS 

1861 

AU,T 

1889 

XF.T,  GR-101 

1867-S 

VF+.  C.holed 

1836 

VG.  plugged 

1861-S 

G,  OM 

1869 

AG+.OT 

1840 

AG,  OT 

1861-S 

VF+,  LC 

QUARTERS 

1871-S 

G/AG,OS,RS 

1845 

F,  plugged 

1862 

XF+,  OT 

1838 

VF,  OT 

1871-S 

VG+.  LC 

1848 

F+,T 

1862-S 

VF+,  rough 

1838 

VF+,  AT 

1871-S 

VF+.  holed 

1856 

F+,  OT,  holed 

1862-S 

AU+,  C 

1838 

VF+,  OT,  OS 

1871-CC 

PCGS-8,  T 

1866 

F+,  LC 

1863-S 

F.LC.T 

1840-0 

XF+,  WD,  RM 

1872 

F,  OT 

1871 

F,  OT,  pluaoed 

1863-S 

XF,  LC 

1841 

F+.  LC 

1872 

VF+,  LC,  T 

1870-CCVF,  LC.T 

1864-S 

VG+,  OT 

1841-0 

VF,  OT 

1873-S 

VF.  LC 

1871-CC  G.  plugged 

1864-S 

F+,  OM.RM 

1842-0 

VF+.  LgDt,  OT 

1873-S 

XF+.  LC.  T 

1872-CC  VG.  LC.  OS 

1865 

PRF,  polished 

1842-0 

XF,  AT 

1874-S 

F.  OT 

1866 

VG,T 

1844-0 

VF,  OT 

1874-S 

VF+.  LC.  T 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1866 

PRF-55,  T 

1845 

XF+.  LC,  AT 

1875-S 

F+,T 

1876-CC  F,  LC.T 

1867 

PCGS-PR60,T  1847 

VF+,  LC 

1877-S 

XF+.  LC.T 

1877-CC  XF.  chop  marks 

1867 

PCGS  PR-63 

1847 

AU.  AT 

1878 

VF.T 

Mail  bid  sale  closes  14  days  after  receipt  of  journal.  Postage  will  be  added  to  all 
winning  bids.  Ridiculous  bids  will  be  summarily  rejected. 
Telephone  descriptions  available. 


Harry  E.Smith  •  LSCC#566 
P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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A  New  1855  Doubled  Die  Quarter 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilllod 

While  studying  coins  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  I  have  always  made  it  a 
point  to  examine  the  obverse  shield  lines  for  evidence  of  die  doubling.  I  have 
found  that  Seated  coins  struck  from  a  doubled  die  obverse  will  frequently  show 
doubling  in  the  vertical  stripes  of  the  obverse  shield.  In  fact,  I  have  used  the 
obverse  shield  as  the  key  feature  in  the  identification  of  these  errors. 

My  efforts  paid  off  recently  when  I  found  an  1855  quarter  with  clear 
doubling  on  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield..!  believe  this  to  be  an 
example  of  a  Class  V  doubled  die  with  the  pivot  point  near  10  o'clock.  For  this 
kind  of  error  the  doubling  gets  stronger  the  farther  away  you  get  from  the  pivot 


point.  For  this  the  strongest  separation  shows  near  the  sole  of  Miss  Liberty's 
foot. 

If  any  club  member  has  an  example  of  a  doubled  die  Seated  coin  not 
previously  listed  in  the  journal,  I  would  be  very  interested  in  examining  it.  I  can 
be  reached  as  follows:  Christopher  F.  Pilliod,  P.O.  Box  12722,  Fort 
Wayne, Indiana  46864. 


1855  Doubled  Die  Quarter 


Collective  Volumes  Available  for  Purchase 
at  ANA  Convention 

Copies  of  all  three  Collective  Volumes  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  will  be 
available  for  purchase  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore.  In  fact,  copies  of  all 
three  Collective  Volumes  will  be  available  for  examination  by  interested  club 
members  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  on  Thursday,  July  29th  at  9:00  am.  If 
you  have  not  yet  purchased  copies  of  these  books,  I  would  encourage  you  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  examine  these  valuable  reference  texts.  Each  volume 
contains  many  original  research  articles  that  contain  the  results  of  numismatic 
studies  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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An  1844  Half  Dollar  with  a  Recut  Date  and 
a  Shattered  Reverse 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Recently,  I  was  able  to  purchase  an  interesting  1844  half  dollar  that  has  a 
recut  date  and  some  striking  die  defects  on  the  reverse.  The  die  cracks  on  the 
reverse  are  quite  advanced  and  in  two  places  have  developed  into  reverse 
cuds.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  these  cracks  developed  through  the 
life  of  the  die  and  whether  more  advanced  die  states  of  this  variety  exist.  It  is 
unlikely  that  the  reverse  die  could  have  lasted  much  longer  without  badly 
breaking  down  under  the  pressures  of  the  minting  process. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  shows  recutting  in  the  18  in  the  date.  There  is  an 
upright  of  an  extra  1  extending  out  of  the  top  of  the  1  in  the  date.  The  8  shows 
doubling  over  the  top  of  the  digit  and  inside  the  lower  part  of  the  upper  loop  of 
this  digit.  The  1  in  the  date  is  about  equally  spaced  between  the  rock  base  and 
the  denticles  while  the  last  4  is  much  closer  to  the  rock  base.  This  piece  could 
be  an  example  of  the  Beistle  2-B  variety  but  if  it  is,  it  shows  a  long  list  of  die 
cracks  not  reported  for  this  variety. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  was  struck  from  a  shattered  die  with  many  visible 
die  cracks.  There  is  a  crack  that  runs  across  the  top  of  the  letters  UNITED. 
Another  crack  runs  through  the  base  of  the  letters  D  STA,  up  through  the  center 
of  the  second  T  in  STATES  and  then  to  the  rim  to  the  right  of  the  T.  Another 
crack  runs  from  the  base  of  the  second  T,  through  the  field  below  the  E,  through 
the  base  of  the  letters  S  OF,  up  through  the  center  of  the  A  and  to  the  rim  over 
the  M.  A  crack  runs  across  the  top  of  the  letters  MERI  and  to  the  rim  over  the 
letter  C.  A  very  light  die  crack  runs  from  the  top  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA 
out  to  the  rim.  A  final  crack  through  the  lettering  runs  along  the  bases  of  the 
letters  ALF  DOL. 


Cud  over  M  on  1844  Half  Dollar 
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X,. 


Central  Reverse  Cud  on  1844  Half  Dollar 


The  remaining  crack  bisects  the  coin  and  runs  through  the  middle  of  the 
reverse  design.  This  crack  starts  at  a  denticle  below  the  D  in  DOL,  runs  through 
the  right  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  F,  up  through  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch 
and  the  feathered  shafts  of  the  two  arrows,  on  into  the  reverse  shield  and  up 
along  the  second  vertical  stripe  from  the  left.  The  crack  widens  into  a  large 
central  cud  that  fills  the  gap  between  the  second  and  third  vertical  stripes  just 
below  where  they  meet  the  horizontal  stripes.  From  here  that  crack  runs  up  at  a 
diagonal  through  the  horizontal  stripes,  through  the  feathers  of  the  eagle's 
neck,  out  into  the  field  over  the  right  wing  and  then  through  the  left  upright  of  the 
M  to  the  rim.  The  multiple  cracks  over  the  M  have  developed  into  a  cud  that  has 
extended  into  four  denticles. 

The  third  stripe  in  the  reverse  shield  has  a  heavy  center  line  and  at  least 
eight  of  the  vertical  lines  extend  well  up  into  the  horizontal  lines.  In  fact,  two  of 
the  lines  in  the  third  vertical  stripe  extend  through  seven  of  the  horizontal  lines. 
These  extended  vertical  lines  should  help  to  identify  this  reverse  in  an  early  die 
state  before  the  multiple  die  cracks  developed. 

The  large  central  cud  is  quite  unusual  for  a  Liberty  Seated  coin.  Do  other 
examples  of  this  variety  exist  with  even  more  extended  die  cracks  on  the 
reverse?  Only  through  examination  of  the  coins  in  our  collections  will  we  be 
able  to  answer  this  question.  It  is  likely  that  this  reverse  die  was  retired  soon 
after  this  piece  was  struck  but  later  die  states  could  exist. 
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A  Pianchet  Lamination  on  an  1848  Half  Dime 


by 

Andrew  C.  Wells 

The  manufacturing  process  that  produces  metal  alloys  for  coinage  planchets 
is  sometimes  less  than  perfect.  Often,  foreign  matter  in  its  liquid  or  gaseous 
state  is  mixed  in  with  the  proper  amount  of  pure  metals  in  the  blast  furnaces  at 
the  mint.  Sometimes  the  ratio  of  silver  to  copper  is  imprecise  in  the  mixture 
causing  poor  alloy  bonding.  The  end  result  is  a  flaw  in  the  pianchet  which  is 
evident  before  striking  or  which  arises  from  the  force  of  the  coining  press.  Any 
series  or  denomination  can  have  planchets  which  exhibit  this  kind  of  error, 
called  a  pianchet  lamination.  The  nature  and  shape  of  laminations  are  varied 
with  no  two  being  exactly  alike.  Generally  a  coin  with  a  pianchet  lamination  will 
show  peeled  metal,  missing  metal  or  be  split  apart. 

The  1848  half  dime  shown  below  is  missing  some  of  its  rim  and  denticles 
between  the  third  and  fourth  stars.  Circulation  wear  has  smoothed  and  rounded 
the  rough  edges  where  metal  broke  away  from  the  pianchet  when  it  was  struck. 
A  look  at  the  edge  of  the  coin  reveals  the  condition  of  the  pianchet  after  it  was 
punched  from  metal  strip.  The  jagged  gap  on  the  edge  of  this  coin  is  what 
makes  this  particular  lamination  error  appealing  to  me.  It  shows  an  error  before 
striking  and  a  missing  piece  of  metal  after  being  struck. 

I  wish  to  thank  Al  BIythe  for  obtaining  this  coin  for  me  and  J.T.  Stanton  for 
taking  the  pictures  of  my  coin. 


Lamination  Error  on  1848  Half  Dime 
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Laminated  Error  on  1848  Half  Dime 


WANTED 

I  would  like  to  purchase  high  grade  examples  of  the  rare  Carson  City  Scaled  coinage. 

DIMES 

1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC,  1874-CC 

Exlreinely  Fine  40  and  belter 

QUARTERS 
1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC 

Extremely  Fine  40  and  better 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC,  1874-CC,  1878-CC 

Extremely  Fine  45  and  better 

Coins  must  be  problem  free  and  original.  I  will  purchase  coins  raw  or  slabbed  by 
PCGS  or  NGC.  If  raw,  coins  must  be  capable  of  being  encapsulated.  Accurate 
grading  is  a  must.  I  will  pay  very  strong  prices  for  very  nice  coins. 

DOUGLAS  WINTER  lscc#oio 

PNG  #399  Telephone  (214)  522-2802 
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An  1873-S  With  Arrows  Half  Dollar  Variety 


by 
Paul  Brill 

I  would  like  to  report  a  variation  of  the  1873-S  with  arrows  half  dollar. 
Beistle  describes  only  one  variety  for  this  date  with  arrows,  the  2-B  variety.  My 
coin  matches  Beistle's  description  but  it  displays  extensive  recutting  on  the 
letters  and  other  devices  on  the  reverse.  Specifically,  all  the  letters  in  HALF 
DOL,  the  RICA  in  AMERICA,  the  two  T's  and  the  E  in  STATES  and  all  of  the 
letters  in  UNITED  are  recut.  The  three  arrow  heads  also  show  recutting  on  the 
back  side  attachnnent  to  the  shafts  and  there  is  recutting  on  the  two  berries 
attached  to  the  olive  stem.  The  obverse  of  my  coin  is  as  described  by  Beistle. 
Normally,  Beistle  reported  on  recut  letters  so  he  apparently  did  not  see  an 
example  of  this  variety.  I  would  be  interested  to  know  if  other  club  members 
have  encountered  examples  of  this  variety. 


Obverse  Characteristics  of  the  1888-S  Dime 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

In  his  new  book  on  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series,  Brian  Greer  describes 
the  1888-S  GR-101  dime  as  having  a  repunched  mintmark  to  the  south.  Shown 
below  is  a  picture  of  a  nice  early  die  state  example  of  this  variety  grading  MS- 
62.  This  picture  clearly  shows  the  remains  of  the  foot  of  an  earlier  S  below  the 
lower  left  side  of  the  mintmark.  The  upper  curl  of  an  earlier  S  can  also  be  seen 
above  the  lower  sent  of  the  S  mintmark.  This  is  a  very  nice  example  of  a 
repunched  mintmark  variety.  Greer  mentions  that  there  are  two  obverses 
known  for  the  1888-S  GR-101  dime,  but  he  does  not  provide  any  information  on 
the  die  features  of  these  varieties. 

Included  with  this  article  is  a  picture  of  the  obverse  of  this  most  recently 
identified  example  showing  the  remains  of  an  earlier  8  well  up  in  the  drapery 
over  the  last  8  in  the  date.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  top  of  an  earlier  8 
because  the  last  three  digits  in  the  date  are  all  8s. 

As  more  information  is  distributed  to  the  collectors  of  Liberty  Seated  coin- 
age, it  becomes  more  difficult  to  find  new  unlisted  varieties  in  these  series.  But 
this  coin  shows  that  there  are  still  interesting  pieces  to  be  identified  by  those 
individuals  who  are  willing  to  take  the  time  to  carefully  examine  the  pieces  that 
they  own.  The  coin  described  in  this  article  belongs  to  Dr.  Tim  Cook  and  was 
identified  by  Larry  Briggs. 


Repunched  Mintmark  on  1888-S  Dime 
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Extra  Digit  in  Gown  on  1888-S  Dime 


New  LSCC  Coinage  Surveys  Proposed 

Over  a  period  of  six  years  LSCC  conducted  surveys  of  member  holdings  of 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  in  each  of  the  denominations.  These  surveys  were 
very  popular  and  provided  good  information  on  the  quality  of  existing  collec- 
tions. But  in  recent  years  we  have  added  many  new  members  to  the  club  and 
collecting  by  variety  has  become  ever  more  popular.  New  reference  books  on 
the  different  series  have  stimulated  collecting  of  Seated  coins  and  provided 
useful  information  on  the  identification  of  new  varieties.  With  these  points  in 
mind,  I  have  received  a  number  of  requests  proposing  a  second  round  of 
coinage  surveys  of  member  holdings  of  Seated  coins.  I  have,  therefore,  asked 
Harry  Smith  to  present  a  proposal  for  a  survey  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
series  for  the  fall  of  1 993  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  ANA  Conven- 
tion in  Baltimore.  Any  member  with  specific  suggestions  on  how  this  survey 
should  be  conducted  is  asked  to  present  their  ideas  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
when  this  proposal  is  being  considered. 

The  Editor 
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An  Off  Center  1856  Dime  with  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

This  article  presents  pictures  of  an  off  center  1856  dime  with  a  doubled  die 
obverse.  Liberty  Seated  coins  with  one  major  error  are  very  difficult  to  find  but 
the  coin  featured  with  this  article  shows  two  major  errors.  First,  the  coin  was 
struck  from  an  obverse  die  that  shows  considerable  die  doubling.  This  is  an 
example  of  an  1856  GR-101  dime  with  the  doubling  clearly  evident  at  the  base 
of  the  pole  below  the  right  elbow  and  through  the  drapery  folds  of  Miss  Liberty's 
gown.  There  is  also  very  strong  doubling  through  the  vertical  stripes  in  the 
obverse  shield  and  there  is  an  extra  outline  around  the  entire  edge  of  the 
shield. 

If  this  were  not  enough  to  make  this  an  interesting  coin,  it  is  clearly  evident 
from  the  pictures  that  the  coin  has  been  struck  1 5%  off  center  to  the  south.  The 
coin  grades  nearly  uncirculated  and  has  a  full  head  with  fully  struck  up  stars  on 
the  left  side  of  the  obverse.  The  stars  on  the  right  are  not  nearly  as  well  struck 
with  noticeable  weakness  evident  on  the  lowest  three  stars  on  the  right.  There 
is  also  weakness  in  the  strike  below  the  date  and  through  the  area  of  Miss 
Liberty's  foot. 
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Off  Center  1856  Dime 


The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  very  well  struck  through  the  center  of  the  design 
and  through  the  lower  half  of  the  coin.  Weakness  on  the  reverse  can  be  seen 
through  the  lettering  STATES  OF  and  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  There  are  no 
visible  die  cracks  on  either  the  obverse  or  the  reverse  of  this  coin. 

This  coin  is  an  example  of  one  of  the  interesting  pieces  available  for  study  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Only  by  reporting  such  pieces  in  the  journal  will  we 
learn  of  the  diversity  of  unusual  coins  that  have  survived  for  study  and  evalua- 
tion over  the  last  one  hundred  years. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


I  would  like  to  report  that  another  superior  example  of  the  1877-CC  Type  I 
half  dollar  as  described  in  Issue  #51  of  the  journal  has  recently  surfaced.  The 
1877-CC  half  dollar  described  in  Lot  #1059  of  Stack's  May  Public  Auction  Sale 
of  May  5-6,  1993  was  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  as  my  coin  described 
in  Issue  #51.  All  of  the  diagnostic  features  of  the  two  coins  match  perfectly. 
Stack's  hints  that  the  coin  in  their  sale  could  be  a  branch  mint  proof  or  a 
presentation  piece.  I  have  often  pondered  the  same  question  about  my  coin  in 
recent  years. 

Weimar  W.  White 
LSCC  #660 


I  very  much  enjoyed  the  fine  article  by  William  A.  Harmon  in  Issue  56  of  the 
journal  on  the  1848-0  half  dimes.  Like  many  of  the  half  dime  collectors  in 
LSCC,  I  have  searched  across  the  country  for  the  various  varieties  of  New 
Orleans  half  dimes  since  the  late  1970s  when  I  became  a  devoted  collector  of 
the  series.  Since  that  time,  I  have  owned  three  examples  of  the  1848-0  V-4 
variety  in  grades  ranging  from  F-12  to  XF-45.  Another  circulated  piece  that 
graded  G-6  was  offered  to  me  about  two  years  ago.  Thus,  I  have  seen  a  total  of 
four  examples  of  the  1848-0  V-4  half  dime.  During  the  same  time  frame,  I  have 
seen  two  circulated  examples  of  the  1 848-0  V-5  half  dime,  one  of  which  is  now 
part  of  my  collection.  That  piece  was  previously  owned  by  Charles  Woodruff,  a 
well  known  half  dime  specialist  from  California.  The  two  Small  o  varieties  of  the 
1848-0  half  dime  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade  but  I  believe  that  the  1848- 
O  V-5  is  a  low  R-6  in  rarity  and  clearly  not  R-7.  Even  the  1839-0  Large  O  does 
not  fall  into  the  R-7  category.  I  believe  that  the  1 848-0  V-4  half  dime  is  probably 
a  high  R-6  but  clearly  rarer  than  R-5.  If  the  club  should  undertake  an  updated 
census  of  the  half  dime  series,  I  believe  that  these  conclusions  could  be  tested. 
Certainly  a  percentage  of  the  attributed  1848-0  V-4  coins  would  turn  out  to  be 
examples  of  the  V-5  variety. 

Stewart  W.  Jones 
LSCC  #052 


I  would  like  to  suggest  that  LSCC  consider  studying  all  of  the  coinage  of 
Christian  Gobrecht  as  a  complete  club  activity.  I  think  that  Mr.  Gobrecht  would 
be  delighted  if  he  were  alive  today  to  know  that  a  club  has  been  organized  to 
study  his  coinage.  But  I  believe  that  we  short  change  his  work  by  studying  his 
silver  coinage  while  ignoring  his  gold  coinage.  It  is  understandable  to  expect 
that  more  collectors  would  be  involved  in  the  study  of  the  lower  denomination 
silver  coins.  But  perhaps  it  is  time  to  expand  the  scope  of  the  club  to  include  all 
of  Gobrecht's  work.  Certainly,  this  would  be  fitting  to  the  name  of  the  club 
publication. 

Weimar  W.  White 
LSCC  #660 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LlB(RTy  &RTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I  'M  A  COLLECTORD 


OEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERn 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTQ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESQ 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide 
us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal 
and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us 
as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1855-S  Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCioskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


